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In the year 1775, when Mr. Skinner 
had become the happy parent of three 
daughters and t - sons, (the youngest 
of whom died i. infancy,) a wider 
field of usefulness opened upon him. 
By the death of the Rev. William 
Smith, one of the Episcopal clergy in 
the city of Aberdeen, a vacancy took 
place, which the subject of this memoir 
was well qualified to fill; and to fill it 
he was, by the Bishop and people, 
unanimously invited. Mutually, how- 
ever, attached to each other, as he 
and his flock in the country were, it 
was with no small reluctance that Mr. 
Skinner acceded to the proposal. Nor 
would he have acceded, had it not 
been that the education of a rising fa- 
mily rendered the proposed change of 
situation almost a matter of necessity: 
At the period when he entered on his 
new charge, it did not consist of 300 
people; yet such was Mr. Skinner’s 
zeal in his holy calling, that he had 
not served the cure above twelve 
months when additional accommoda- 
tion was required. But, in 1776, even 
the idea of erecting an ostensible 
church-like place of worship dared not 
be cherished by Scotch Episcopalians. 
Hence was Mr. Skinner obliged to 
look out for some retired situation, 
down a close or little alley, and there, 
at his owa individual expense, to erect 
a large dwelling-house ; the two up- 
per floors of which, being fitted up as 
a chapel, were devoted to the accom- 
modation of his daily increasing flock, 
and the two under floors to the resi- 
dence of his family. 

In this house, which contained be- 

Vou, IV. 
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tween 500 and 600 people, Mr. Skin- 
ner continued for the space of nine- 
teen years to discharge his ministerial 
office; when the penal laws being at 
last happily repealed, and not a sin- 
gle seat to be procured, he and his 
flock were induced to set subscription 
papers on foot, for building a proper 
and commodious edifice as a chapel, 
capable of accommodating from 700 to 
800 people. This desirable measure 
was accomplished in the year 1795; 
while such continued to be the success 
of this worthy man’s labours, that, 
having possessed this house for twenty 
years, it also became crowded to such 
an excess, that the public spirited 
members ef his flock urged him, not 
many months before his death, to 
set abuut erecting, in the spacious 
street which forms the north entry to 
the city of Aberdeen, a truly magnifi- 
cent structure, capable of containin 

no fewer than 1100 people, and fitted 
up in a manner more appropriate and 
church-like than any edifice of the 
kind northward of the Forth. This, 
to him ever grateful work, their be- 
loved pastor set about with all the ar- 


dour of youth; and, although he lived . 


not to assemble his people within its 
wali, yet he lived to see the plan ma- 
tured, and the walls of the building 
raised some feet above the level of the 
ground. Tohisimmortal honour, and 
in evidence of their indelible attach- 
mentto him, and gratitude for his pious 
labours among them, the congregation 
of St. Andrew’s Chapel, Aberdeen, aid- 
ed by other zealous friends of Scotch 
Episcopacy, have placed inthe chapel a 
full length statue of its founder, by 


-Flaxman, of London, one of the first , 


artists of this or any other country ; 
thus verifying the declaration of the 
Psalmist,— 

“ The righteous shall be had in everlast- 
ing eaten? 
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To the whole body of Scotch Epis- 
copalians, as well as to their immedi- 
ate spiritual governors, it must have 
been clearly visible, that such a man 
as Mr. Skinner, of Aberdeen, was, on 
every account, a fit person to be in- 
vested with the highest ecclesiastical 
dignity in the cee in which he serv- 
ed. For, as the glory of God and the 
good of souls actuated his conduct at 
all times, and in all seasons, his talents 
and acquirements, joined to characte- 
ristic zeal and firmness, prudence and 
self-command, were peculiarly adapted 
to the arduous task of elevating a so- 
ciety so depressed and cast down as 
was the Scotch Episcopal Church 
about the middle of the last century, 
when Mr. Skinner took part of her 
ministry. 

The Right Rev. Robert Kilgour, of 
Peterhead, a man of uncommon be- 
nignity of mien and manner, and of 
the greatest private worth, had suc- 
ceeded, in autumn 1760, to the charge 
of the Diecess of Aberdeen, then be- 
come vacant by the death of Bishop 
Gerard. But the duties of the office, 
as he advanced in life, proving too 
great for his naturally delicate frame, 
Bishop Kilgour, with the unanimous 
consent of his clergy, applied to the 
Episcopal College for a egy tent 
jutor to him in his extensive Diocess. 
His colleagues cheerfully acquiescing 
in this measure, Mr. Skinner, of Aber 
deen, was duly elected to the office of 
a Bishop by the clergy of the district, 
and consecrated at Luthermuir, in the 
Diocess of Brechin, on the 25th day of 
September, 1782, by the Bishops— 
Kilgour, of Aberdeen ; Ross, of Dun- 
blane ; and Petrie, of Ross and Moray. 
And such, in the space of four years, 
was the confidence with which Bishop 
Skinner, then only in his 42d year, in- 
spired the venerable members of the 
Episcopal College in Scotland, that 
Bishop Kilgour, having been nominat- 
ed Primus Scotie Epiacopus, on the 
death of Bishop Falconer, of Edin- 
burgh, in 1784, did, with the approba- 
tion and consent of the College, divest 
himself entirely of all Episcopal rela- 
tien to the Diocess of Aberdeen, re- 
taining the office of Primus only, and 
wvas succeeded by his co-adjutor, Bishop 


Skinner, in terms of the ninth Synodi- 
cal Canon of 1743.* 

From that period, the Bishop of 
Aberdeen is known to have devoted 
every thought of his heart, and every 
faculty of his mind, towards rendering 
the sadly depressed church in which 
he served, alike respectable and 
“ worthy of all acceptation” in the eyes 
of men, as he trusted, by reason of her 
resemblance in doctrine and discipline 
to the primitive church ot Christ, she 
would be found acceptable in the sight 
of God, and conformable to his holy 
word and wiil. 

But although a memoir of the life 
of Bishop Skinner must also prove an 
interesting narrative of the history of 
the Scotch Episcopal Church, from 
the date at which his revered father 
concludes his Letters on the Ecclesias- 
tical History of Scotland, yet the au- 
thor of these pages, aware that he 
possesses neither the talents nor the ace 
quirements which befit an historian, 
has been induced to frame his narra- 
tive in the more humble ferm of 
© Annals of Scutch Episcopacy.” 

Before, however, entering on “ his 
work and labour of love,” for which 
Bishop Skinner’s papers afford him the 
most ample and authentic materials, 
justice tothe Bishop’s memory requires 
his biographer to state, that, though 
accused by some of his countrymen 
and contemporaries of being ambitious, 
and more eager for the immediate 
success of his measures than for their 
permanent utility,—at no period of his 
life did selfish or sinister motives for 
one moment influence his thoughts, 
much less his words or his actions. 
When his small pecuniary means, and 
the expenses of maintaining and edu- 
cating his family are .aken into ac- 
count, Bishop Skinner’s liberality to 
the clergy of his Diocess, and his hos- 
pitality towards all and sundry recom- 
mended to his notice, were truly won- 
derful. Under God, however, such 
good management may be said to be 
the peculiar work of Mrs. Skinner, 
who, as a wife, a mother, and a house- 
keeper, never in any sphere of life had 
a superior, This, alas! when his 





* See Skinner’s Eccles. History of Scot- 
land, vol. ii, p. 683. 
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amiable partner came to be numbered 
with the dead, the good Bishop lived to 
feel, beyond what in his lifetime even 
he had any idea of. To the sick, the 
aged, and the infirm, he himself was 
not more regular, in discharging the 
necessary pastoral duties, than was 
the wife ef his bosom in tendering 
them her personal aid; more fre- 
quently discharging the duties of 
nurse and sick-bed attendant, than ex- 
hibiting the formal and unavailing 
sympathies of friendship, “ falsely so 
called!” It was in consequence of 
carrying the offices of charity and 
mercy beyond what attention to her 

rowing infirmities required, that 

irs. Skinner was so sudden\y arrested 
in her Christian course! Although 
very unwell, no personal considera- 
tions would restrain her from passing 
a most tempestuous day, in the end of 
February, 1807, with a widowed lady, 
then on her death-bed, who, being a 
stranger in Aberdeen, was without a 
female friend to minister to her wants, 
or sooth her sorrows. From that la- 
dy’s house, Mrs. Skinner walked home 
at night ; but went to bed, alas! to 
rise from it nomore. An obstruction 
had taken place, which resisted the 
most powerful prescriptions of medi- 
cal skill; and, in the morning of the 
4th of March, in the arms of her de- 
voted husband, she resigned her pious 
spirit into the hands of him who gave 
it. In announcing the sad event to his 
aged father, thus feelingly does the 
surviving sufferer depict the loss which 
he and his family had sustained. 

“ Great is the loss which we have 
all sustained on this most melancholy 
occasion. But her own family, O! 
what have they not lost,—one of the 
most tender and affectionate mothers, 
—so anxious for their welfare,—so 
kind and attentive to them in every 
situation! If it were not that I have 
already been obliged to write so much 
upon this most affecting subject, I 
should wonder at my being still able 
to dwell upon it, and give vent to those 
feelings which, in my mind, are inse- 
parable from it. There isa luxury in 
indulging this kind of sober, serious 
grief, while it tends to cherish the re- 
signation of the heart, and keeps at a 


and compassion ! 
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distance every repining thought. May 
no such thought ever find a place in 
my breast, fortified, as I trust it will 
always be, by the aid of an Almighty 
Comforter, and a grateful sense of the 
many blessings I still enjoy ; the sym- 
pathy of numerous friends, and the 
affectionate attention of those of my 
own family, all striving to do what 
they can tor my comfort and sup- 
port. Who could have the heart to 
murmur under the impression of so 
many instances of the Divine mercy 
Who but would 
say, in such a case as what I have 
now experienced, severe and trying as 
it is,—‘ [t is the Lord, let him do what 
seemeth him ape To him it be- 
longs to act the part of a wise and 
tender father; tosucha father we have 
only to say, ‘ Thy will be done.”* ” 
Yet, to his family and intimate ac- 
quaintances, it was sufficiently obvious 
that Bishop Skinner never recovered 
from the shock, which the removal of 
such an helpmate - to his debili- 
tated frame. For forty years and up- 
wards, through her undeviating atten- 
tion to his personal comfort, he had 
been a complete stranger to his own 
bodily wants, and in some respects in- 
sensible to his bodily infirmities. And 
now that she was gone, such was his 
feeling of independence, that he would, 
on no account permit his sons and 
daughters, or any of them, to become 
he kind assistant and comforter that 
their mother had been. At the idea of 
giving trouble to any one, Bishe 
Skinner uniformly shrunk; and ok 
was his abhorrence of personal ease, 
that he never failed to characterise it 
as criminal. Hence he was induced to 
persevere with undiminished, if not 
with increased zeal and activity, not 
only in his Episcopal, but in his pasto- 
ral duties, to the visible injury of his 
constitution, which, though naturally 
hale and sound, was never robust. 
The church, his family, and flock, 
were indeed blessed with his continu- 
ance among them for the space of nine 
yeas after he had been deprived of her 
who, under the great Shepherd and 
Bishop of Souls, was his stay and sup- 
port; yet this was a space of compa- 
* Works of Mr. Skinner, vol. i. p. 212. 
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ratively little enjoyment to the good 
Bishop himseif. For, though alive to 
the calls of duty beyond what was re- 
quired of him, having for fourteen 
years enjoyed the official aid of his 
—— son, yet, from the hour of 
is beloved partner’s demise, Bishop 
Skinner became in a manner regard- 
less of domestic endearments. The 
“feast of reason and the flow of soul” 
had no longer any charms for him. 
In the end of the year 1814, he was 
seized with an alarming illness. For 
weeks he continued in great bodily 
pain, but happily was never confined 
to his bed or to his bed-chamber. As 
spring, 1815, advanced, he recovered 
so far as to be released from confine- 
ment to the house, and, though much 
debilitated, entered with characteristic 
keenness on his professional labours, 
preaching regularly every Sunday, 
discharging more than his share of the 
pastora! labours of his congregation, 
and taking his turn of duty as a mana- 
ger of several charitable institutions 
in the city of Aberdeen, viz.—the In- 
firmary, the Lunatic Hospital, and the 
Poors’-House. And so short was the 
period of his confinement at last, that 
the very forenoon on which he died, 
Saturday, July 13, 1816, he was in his 
dining-room, and on Friday, the day 
preceding, at prayers in the chapel. 
To all who were interested in Bi- 
shop Skinrer’s life, (and, besides his 
sorrowing family and flock, they were 
not afew,) it was asource of unavailing 


regret that their worthy father, bishop, - 


eee and friend had concealed from 
is physicians the fatal disorder, viz. 
Strangulated Hernia, which at last so 
speedily terminated his mortal exist- 
ence. Had this disorder been disco- 
vered, and the necessary operation 
undergone at its commencement, his 
valuable life might, for a time, have 
probably been preserved. But though, 
when the case became desperate, the 
operation of reducing the Hernia was 
most dexterously and successfully per- 
formed, morbid symptoms had, ere 
then, taken place in the frame at large, 
and the Bishop sunk into the sleep of 
death without being conscious, to all 
human appearance, of any such change 
befalling him. 


[No. 3. 


Were it not that the writer of this 
Memoir is afraid he has already sub- 
jected himself to the charge of unne- 
cessary prolixity in his details, he 
would endeavour to do justice to the 
“sorrowing not without hope,” with 
which Bishop Skinner’s brethren in 
the Scotch Episcopate, his clergy, and 
the Episcopal clergy of Scotland at 
large, his flock, his friends, and his 
fellow-citizens of all rauks and de- 
grees, received the accounts of his 
sudden and unlooked for dissolution! 
Hundreds besides the large company 
who were specially invited, followed 
his body to the grave. And, though 
apparently a rude rabble had seated 
themselves on the walls of the Mauso- 
leum, a burying-place in the ’Spital 
Church-yard of Old Aberdeen, near 
to which his mortal remains are de- 
posited, yet when the officiating cler- 
gyman commenced the tuneral ser- 
vice, not a breath was heard,—not a 
head but was instantly uncovered ;— 
and, while tears were seen to flow 
apace, not a trace of disrespect mark- 
ed the conduct of the most ragged 
spectator of the impressive scene! 

On the succeeding Sunday, the 21st 
of July, the proximus resident Bishop, 
the Right Rev. Patrick Torry, of Pe- 
terhead, did ample justice to his late 
colleague’s private and professional 
character, in an excellent discourse, 
from the pulpit of St. Andrew’s Cha- 
pel, Aberdeen; and, in concluding 
this litthe memoir, the author takes 
leave to express himself in the words 
of the sermon, delivered by a clergy- 
man of the Diocess of Aberdeen, on 
the afternoon of the same mournful 
day, throughout which the eyes of 
every auditor were moistened with 
tears ; and the gait, the garb, the ges- 
ture of “ high and low, rich and poor, 
one with another,”—marked the un- 
dissembled, the heartfelt grief, with 
which they were all deeply affected. 

“ That ‘in the midst of life we are 
in death, not a moment passeth with- 
out some - striking evidence.—We 
know not what an hour, much less 
‘what a day may bring forth !? Little 
did you, my Christian friends, ima- 
gine, when last assembled here, that, 
ere the next Lord’s day came round, 
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you were to be deprived of your vene- 
rable Bishop and Pastor; or, that the 
lips, which then enjoined you to * buy 
the truth and sell it not,’* should so 
suddenly be sealed by death, never to 
address you more ! 

“His Right Rev. colleague and 
friend has already done such justice to 
his character in the church,—to his ta- 
lents, his zeal, and his unwearied assi- 
duity in all things pertaining to Chris- 
tian edification, that I shrink from the 
thought of adding my mite of well- 
earned tribute to his immortal me- 
mory. Convinced, however, that it 
is a theme on which all who hear me 
delight to dwell, I cannot refrain 
from a feeble attempt to gratify both 
you and myself, by something like the 
truth you have already heard,—by 
something like a portrait of our de- 
ceased father, friend, and guardian. 

“‘ Nursed in the bosom of the church, 
and trained to the office of the holy 
ministry, by a parent so eminently 
qualified, so highly endowed as the 
Rev. Mr. Skinner of Longside was, 
it would have been matter both of 
surprise and disappointment, if our 
late Bishop had not given early pro- 
mise of superior usefulness and dis- 
tinction in the cause of ‘ true and un- 
defiled religion? Barely had he 
reached his 20th year, when he had 
two distant country congregations 
consigned to his pastoral care, the du- 
ties of which were discharged by him, 
at that juvenile period of his life, in 
a manner so highly satisfactory to the 
people, that, when he received a call 
to exercise his sacred office in this po- 
pulous city, his flock in the country 
could hardly be brought to acquiesce 
in his removal, while nought but the 
interests of his young and rising family 
would have brought him to leave those 
who, for the space of eleven years, 
had honoured him with such distin- 
guished regard. : 

“ In this numerous and respectable 
congregation, however, few are they 
who recollect the Bishop’s removal to 
Aberdeen, while fewer still survive 





* It was from these words of Solomon, 
in Prov. xxiii. 23. that, for the last time, 
Bishop Skinner spoke from the pulpit. 
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who were instrumental in promoting 
that removal. Forty-one years elapse 
not without bringing in their train 
many, many changes; and such are 
the changes which the good Bishop 
himself was accessary to producing, in 
the number, circumstances, and ac- 
commodation of his (originally) § little 
flock,’ that I may truly say, the ‘ place 
thereof knows it no more.’ And if 
changes so great, so encouraging, 
were effected here, by the blessing of 
God, through his pastoral labours, 
still are they as nought to the changes, 
which, during the 34 years of his 
Episcopate, Bishop Skinner was instru- 
mental in producing on the Scotcn 
EpiscopaL Cuurcn at large ;—which 
Church, from a state of obscurity and 
depression unknown in the annals of 
any other regular branch of the 
Church of Christ, has risen, under his 
fostering hand, to a state of respecta- 
bility and distinction, such as no other 
merely tolerated Church on earth en- 
OYS. 

“a My respected clerical brethren 
here present, know that our late Pri- 
mus and spiritual father feund our 
‘little Zion’ sunk under a dark cloud 
of political jealousy and suspicion ;~ 
he has left our little Zion a ‘praise on 
the earth” He found this portion of 
the ‘vineyard of the Lord of Hosts’ 
chilled and rendered unfruitful, by the 
mists of popular prejudice and 
worldly wisdom ; he has left, it in full 
bearing,—no longer persecuted and 
forsaken, but counted worthy of ho- 
nour by all ‘ who, by patient continu- 
ance in well-doing, seek for glory, and 
honour, and immortality.’ ‘ A be- 
sieged city’ no more; the Episcopal 
Church in Scotland has her gates no 
more ‘ made desolate ;? every bar and 
restraint have happily been removed, 
so that the righteous of all ranks ‘ re- 
sort unto her company,’ and ‘ enter 
into her courts with praise.’ 

“ Should it be inquired how a sin- 
gle individual could have been so in- 
strumental, as Bishop Skinner is 
known to have been, in effecting this 
auspicious change on the face of Scot- 
tish Episcopacy? Without arrogating 
a tittle of merit to himself, it was thus 


that this bumble-minded servant of 
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the humble Jesus accounted for his 
* good success ;’— 

“¢The consecration of Bishop 
Seabury for the state of Connecticut, 
in North-America, first introduced 
me to the knowledge and acquaintance 
of some eminent divines of the Church 
of England. They were the men who 
thenceforth interested themselves so 
much in the repeal of the penal sta- 
tutes, and in the grievously depressed 
situation of our church, that, for my 
owu part, I had only to inform them 
and some invaluable and equally zea- 
Yous lay friends, what my venerable 
colleagues and I wished to be done, 
and they did it !” 

“Would the man ambitious of 
worldly fame have thus meekly relin- 
quished his prize ? Would the lover 
of personal distinction more than ‘a 
lover of Ged,’ have thus voluntarily 
denuded himself of all distinction, and, 
self-divested as he was, have chosen to 
attribute to others that good work 
which his excellent co-operators hesi- 
tate not to acknowledge, was, under 
God, effected by his own unwearied 
labours, his own sleepless nights and 
thoughtful days,—labours which at 
last completely undermined a consti- 
tution which, though never vigorous, 
was originally so hale and sound, that, 
on his entering into the Episcopate, 
Bishop Skinner had the prospect of 
numbering as many years as his ve- 
nerable progenitors.* Many a time 
did his family, many a time did his 
clergy and friends urge him to be less 
anxious, less thoughtful on the state of 
the church at large, and less occupied 
{now that he enjoyed the pastoral as- 
sistance of a beloved son) with the du- 
ties of his immediate charge. In the 
words of an eminent English divine, 
Bishop Cumberland, his uniform an- 
wer was, ‘ better wear out than rust 
out ;;—better for me to ‘spend and be 
spent,’ in my blessed Master’s service, 
‘than to waste my life, as some do, in 
doing nothing.’ 

“QO! that his bright example may 
be indelibly recorded in the Episcopal 





*His grandfather lived till after 80. 
His father died at the age of 86, and his mo- 


ther at the age of 82. He had recently 
aompleted his 72d year. 


church in Scotland, as a pattern to all 
who engage in her ministry and ser- 
vice! And O! that you, my beloved, 
brethren in Christ, with the worthy 
people who now hear me, and their 
childrens’ children, may maintain in- 
violate those principles, and ‘ continue 
in those things’ which we and they 
‘have learned of him, and been assured 
of, knowing (as we all do know) of 
whom he learned them,’—even of the 
apostles and prophets,—Jesus Christ 
himself being ever with him the ‘ chief 
corner stone.’ ” 

In secular learning, Bishop Skinner 
was no adept, his studies being solely 
directed to ‘the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ and him crucified.’ In the arts 
of ornate composition and methodical 
address, he was, as his works bear 
witness, but little skilled. His aim 
was uniformly to edify, not to enter- 
tain, an over-anxiety for which ren- 
dered his style diffuse and tautological, 
though it was always impressive. His 
sole and unceasing desire was to 
“shew himself approved unto God, 
—a workman that needeth not toe be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.” In evidence of which, manu- 
script sermons in his hand-writing ex- 
ist, to the amount of nearly two thou- 
sand, and embrace “ the whole counsel 
of God” revealed in holy Scripture. 
Still, though listened to with more 
than ordinary attention, and even 
pleasure, Bishop Skinner was not, in 
the common acceptation of the terms, 
“4 popular preacher ;” his attractions 
lay in the art of “ comparing spiritual 
things with spiritual,” and of thusillus- 
trating Scripture by Scripture itself. 
The lambs of his flock, as was prophe- 
sied of his divine Exemplar, he “ ga- 
thered with his arm, and carried them 
in his bosom,” imparting to them, ina 
Sunday school, which he regularly 
superintended, and, throughout the 
whole season of Lent, in Chapel, when 
public worship was over, “ precept 
upon precept, line upon line, here a 
little and there a little,” as their ten- 
der minds would bear, until being “no 
more children,” they “ grew up unto 
him in all things, which is the Head, 


even Christ,” having been duly taught 
to “ mark them which cause” or en- 
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courage “divisions, and to avoid 
them.” The youth of his congrega- 
tion, thus “ brought up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord,” thus 
“trained up in the way that they should 
go,” seldom or never “ departed,” in 
things essential, from that way; and 
hence was Bishop Skinner’s ministry 
so successful as has been already stat- 
ed. 

From the year 1786 to the year 
1792, he annually held two diocesan 
meetings of his clergy, and delivered 
a charge to them at each meeting. 
But from 1792 to the year in which 
he died, his diocesan meetings were 
annual only, and took place at Aber- 
deen, regularly on the Wednesday 
after the third Sunday in August. 
Hence, his charges to his clergy 
amount to no fewer than thirty-six, 
and are directed against all the pro- 
minent errors, schisms, and divisions 
of modern times.* 

Of eight children, born to Bishop 
Skinner, four have survived him, two 
sons and two daughters. 

His two sons being educated for 
the Church, John, the elder, was or- 
dained, on St. Matthias’s day, 1790, 
by the late Bishop Strachan, of Dun- 
dee ; and, for the last twenty years of 
his clerical life, has been settled in the 
Episcopal charge of Forfar, in the 
Divcess of Dunkeld. William, the 
Bishop’s second son, and youngest 
child, was ordained Deacon in March, 
1802, by the late Dr. Samuel Horsley, 
Bishop of Rochester, and Priest in the 
year following by the same distin- 
guished Prelate, then Bishop of St. 
Asaph ; and, having assisted his father 
from that date, was duly consecrated 
Bishop of Aberdeen in his father’s 
stead, on the 27th October, 1816, hav- 





* To present the public with a printed 
volume or twoof such admirable matter as 
Bishop Skinner’s manuscript charges and 
discourses afford; would, to his executor 
aud biographer, be a most grateful task 
indeed! But for him to do so now, when 
works of this description are so little es- 
teemed, without such pecuniary hazard, 
(not to say loss,) as, in his situation and 
circumstances of life, amounts to a virtual 
prohibition, is impossible ! May more pro- 
pitious times speedily dawa upon our 
country. 


‘Aberdeen. 
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ing been regularly and canonical 
elected to that saered office by the 
clergy of the Diocess, on the 11th day 
of September of the same year. 

Jane, the elder daughter, is unmar- 
ried; the younger, Mary, is the wife 
of Alexander Dalgarno, Esq. merchant, 
Grace excepted, who 
lived till she reached her eighth year, 
Bishop Skinner’s other children, all 
boys, were cut off in infancy. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


REVIEW. 


A Charge to the Clergy of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the 
State of New-Jersey, delivered in 
Trinity Church, at Swedesborough, 
on Wednesday, dugust 18, 1819, 
at the Annual Convention of the 
Church in said State. By Joun 
Crors,. D. Bishop of said Church. 


8vo. pp. 16. New-Brunswick, Myer, 
1819. 


INDEPENDENTLY of Divine appoint- 
ment, there are many and weighty 
considerations, arising out of its in- 
trinsic excellence and usefulness, to 
recommend the Episcopal constitution 
of the ministry. In ecclesiastical, as 
in all other concerns, the counsel of 
the good, the wise, and the judicious 
is invaluable. To have a person of 
this character placed where he may 
add extensive observation and experi- 
ence to his other qualifications, must 
very largely contribute to their suc- 
cessful exercise. 

Again: The best system of govern- 
ment is invariably found to be that in 
which a large share of the responsibi- 
lity of executing laws, duly formed, 
rests upon individuals chosen for their 
qualifications for the trust. 

In both the above-mentioned re- 
spects, additional advantage will be 
derived from that independent con- 
tinuance in office, whence will flow 
the constant increase of valuable ob- 
servation, experience, and knowledge, 
and the forming and execution of en- 
— plans of usefulness. 

‘his principle is not inconsistent 
with the republican basis on which the 
constitution of things in this country 
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so happily rests. It is cheerfully—as 
it reasonably should be—conceded, 
that, in certain cases, there are con- 
siderations sufficient to counterbalance 
the above. We see this in the wise 
provision which meets the danger that 
might attend our civil liberties by per- 
manency in the possession of the first 
office in the republic. We see, how- 
ever, that the principles hefore noticed 
are regarded as of weight, in the 
longer duration of the senatorial of- 
fice, to which the same objections can- 
not apply in the same degree; and still 
more clearly, in the protracted, and, 
in some cases, undefined term of hold- 
ing judicial stations. 

These remarks have been made to 
meet an objection that has been 
brought against the constitution of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, that the 
permanency of individual appointment 
to its highest office, is inconsistent 
with the spirit of our republican insti- 
tutions. That office is purely spiritual, 
and therefore cannot, in the least, be 
hostile to the state. 

We proceed, then, to consider that 
by the mode of appointment to it, and 
by its functions, the permanent hold- 
ing of it is not only not dangerous to 
individual religious rights; but. at- 
tended with many invaluable advant- 
ages, 

Our Bishops are chosen by those 
over whom they are to exercise dio- 
cesan authority. The person, then, 
selected, is one in whom they, by the 
voice of a fair majority, declare that 
their confidence is placed. It is not, 
however, a bare vote that is sufficient. 
They must subscribe their names to 
a most solemn asseveration that in 
their consciences they believe the per- 
son of their choice to possess the pi- 
ous, moral, and intellectual qualifica- 
tions for the office; and that there is 
no impediment on account of which he 
ought not to be consecrated. A simi- 
lar testimonial is required from the 
Church at large, by its representatives 
in General Convention, or, if that 
body is not in sessivn, the Standing 
Committees of the several diocesses. 
And, after all, it rests, as a matter of 
conscience, with the House of Bishops, 
if the General Convention is in ses- 


sion, or with the three Bishops selected 
by the Diocess concerned, to proceed 
to the consecration or not. 

Thus every care is taken to which 
human arrangements can contribute, 
to secure persons of proper qualifica- 
tions for the highest grade of the mi- 
nistry. ‘To all which, may be added the 
security naturally arising from the ne- 
cessity of a Bishop’s having been pre- 
viously known in the functions of the 
lower orders; from the reverent esti- 
mation in which the office is generally 
held; and from the expectations usu- 
ally formed of those who sustain it. 

Still, however, the trust reposed in 
our Bishops is fully guarded against 
dangerous abuse of their permanency 
in ctfice. 

We speak not now of that primary 
and peculiar function of a Christian Bi- 
shop, the transmission of the ministry, 
which he has by divine appcintment, 
and which no power and no exigency, 
without similar appointment, can 
transfer to others. Nor do we allude 
to the general principle of his supre- 
macy in the administration of ecclesi- 
astical affairs, which is essentially con- 
nected with his office. Our reference, 
at present, is to the mode wherein he 
is to exercise his functions, which is to 
be determined by ecclesiastical ar- 
rangement. 

He can admit no one into holy or- 
ders who is not recommended to him 
by acommittee appointed by the Con- 
vention of his Diocess. He is, indeed, 
properly vested with the general su- 
perintendence of his Diocess; and as 
the father of that portion of the family 
of Christ, is to advise, reprove, re- 
buke, exhort. He cannot, however, 
administer discipline, without such a 
trial as may be prescribed by the Con- 
vention to which he belongs. It is 
provided that there be appointed in 
every Diocess, by the Convention 
thereof, a Council of Advice to the 
Bishop, who may meet, agreeably to 
their own rules, to express to him their 
sentiments and views on any matter 
touching the exercise of his functions. 
Every Bishop is amenable to present- 
ment and trial, according to such mode 
as the Convention of his Diocess may 
direct. In our highest ecclesiastical 
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council, the Bishops possess indeed a 
full negative over the proceedings of 
the representative body ; but the same 
power is possessed by that body over 
the Bishops. 

Thus ample is the provision made 
by our Church to guard against any 
abuse of Episcopal authority and pow- 
er, and to secure fidelity and diligence 
in the exercise of Episcopal duties. 
To the latter, there is added ‘the call 
presented by the necessity imposed 
upon every Bishop of reporting to the 
Annual Convention of his Diocess his 
official transactions during the past 
year; and thus enabling them to judge 
of his faithfulness in the trust reposed 
in him. 

But we have been engaged in the 
truly unwelcome task of meeting ob- 


jections for which we have cause to 


thank God the happy situation of our 
Church affords not the shadow of a 
reason. It was proper, however, to 
show, that in any probable state of 
things, the fact of our Bishops holding 
their offices for life is guarded against 
dangerous abuse. It is infinitely 
more welcome to our feelings, and we 
are confident it will be to those of our 
readers, to contemplate the actual and 
immense benefit to be derived from 
the permanency of their appointment. 

In entering on this branch of the 
subject, our reflections are immedi- 
ately arrested by the zeal, fidelity, 
and perseverance which the reports of 
every year evince to be manifested by 
the right reverend guardians of our 
infant Church, in their several fields of 
labour. When we see them thus 
mainly anxious to promote the spritual 
and eternal welfare of those commit- 
ted to their charge; thus, as faithful 
and wise stewards, personally inquiring 
into the varied necessities of their 
large and scattered families, that they 
may give to each his portion of meat 
in due season; thus seeking for the 
dispersed sheep of the flock of Christ, 
that they may bring them to his fold; 
we have a most interesting view of the 
real character and usefulness of the of- 
fice of a Bishop; we cannot for a mo- 
ment doubt, the great importance of a 
system which enables those who hold it, 
to acquire, in the exercise of its func- 

Vor. IV. 


Review of Bishop Croes’s Charge. 


73 


tions, and in the cherishing of its pe- 
culiar qualifications, the wisdom, ob- 
servation, and experience of years; 
we contemplate as one of the happiest 
features of our ecclesiastical constitu- 
tion, and one of the strongest safe- 
guards to the purity and unity of our 
Church, the concentration of this wis- 
dom, observation, and experience, in 
the highest department of our su- 
preme ecclesiastical council. 

Having thus prepared the way for 
admiring as most excellent and useful 
in itself, and not justly liable to ob- 
jection, the permanent superintend- 
ence ef the Church by our Bishops, 
it is time to introduce the particu- 
lar subject suggested by the docu- 
ment now before us. It may, perhaps, 
be expected that we apologize for 
having so long kept it out of view. 
We deemed the above remarks, and 
we trust our readers will deem them, 
a fit introduction to the first notice 
that has been taken in this work of an 
Episcopal Charge. We would also 


respectfully hope that it will prove 


an introduction to the frequent call- 
ing of their attention to similar docu- 
ments. 

Besides the advantage accruing to 
the Church from the wisdom, experi- 
ence, and observation gained. by the 
long continued exercise of Episcopal 
functions, and cherishing of the re- 
quisite peculiar qualifications, when 
influencing her councils, there is pro- 
vision made for its further extension 
in charges to the clergy, and pastoral 
letters to the laity. And although 
these must be expected to contain ob- 
servations more peculiarly adapted to 
the particular situation of those im- 
mediately addressed, yet will they 
ever contain, also, much that will be 
interesting and improving to the mem- 
bers of the Church generally. 

These remarks apply to the charge 
now before us. It is a short plain 
address, obviously dictated by paternal 
solicitude for the best interests of the 
diocess committed to the author’s care, 
and principally designed to call the 
attention of the clergy to certain 
points of discipline and order, as con- 
nected with the faithful and edifying 
discharge of their ministry, and with 

10 


























74 Review of Bishop Croes’s Charge. 


the general interests and prosperity of 
the Church. 

The importance of order in eccle- 
siastical affairs is established by a re- 
ference to a few of the many scriptu- 
ral exhortations which rank it so high 
among the essentials of religion. 

At the close of a brief introduction 
to the particular topics designed to be 
embraced in the charge, the Bishop 
urges them upon the notice of his 
clergy in language which every mi- 
nister should lay to heart. 

“* As in the institutions of our venerable 
Church, grounded on primitive and apos- 
tolic usages, whether we regard the or- 
ders of her ministry, the construction of 
her liturgy, or the particularity of her ru- 
bricks, a more than ordinary attention has 
been paid to the establishment of uni- 
formity, and consequently of order, in 
every department; it seemed neither im- 
proper, nor unseasonable, to invite your 
attention to the subject; and if, on ex- 
amination, any practices are found to have 
been inadvertently introduced, which are 
at vuriance with long established usages, 
or differ, in however slight a degree, from 
the rubrics, to recommend to you gra- 
dually to correct them, and thus return to 
that uniformity, which is so essential toa 
perfect union, which will so much tend 
to ‘the unity of the spirit in the bond of 
peace.” Trifling deviations, however un- 
important in the first instances, by con- 
stantly multiplying—and who can set 
bounds to their progress; for if one cler- 
gyman may take the liberty to deviate, 
every other one may exercise the same 
privilege—will ultimately produce so 
much disparity, as to threaten, if not 
cause, schisms in the Church.” 

He then proceeds to the notice of 
an almost universal departure from 
the spirit of our liturgy; and one 
which stands alone in possession of the 
plea that both in our mother Church 
and our own, the statute law respect- 
ing it has become virtually abrogated, 
by a state of things which renders its 
enforcement impossible. We allude 
to the private administration of bap- 
tism in other than cases of “ great 
cause and necessity,” and the using 
on these occasions of the public offices. 

Perhaps the term impossible used 
above istoo strong. It is proper to 
explain our meaning ; which is, that 
the impossibility arises from a want 
of unity of sentiment on the subject 





* Ephes. iv. 3. 
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among the clergy. Some of them are 
very conscientious and sincere in the 
opinion that the uniform enforcing of 
public baptism would not be, in itself, 
a salutary measure. Others have 
situations for the exercise of their mi- 
nistry in which such a measure would 
operate to the depriving of many of 
the benefit of that holy sacrament. 
These consider it a happy circum- 
stance that there exists such a pecu- 
liar state of things with regard to this 
one point, that universally acknow- 
ledged necessity has virtually abro- 
gated the law, and screens a departure 
from it fromthe merited charge of vio- 
lation of canonical obedience to the 
injunctions of the Church. We owe 
it, however, to ourselves to declare, 
that we can conceive of no other de- 
viation from our rubrics or canons 
as similarly situated. For none other 
can there be adduced the universal 
testimony to its necessity, of the Church 
both in England and America. 

It is, then, with a reference to the 
existing, and not to a supposable state 
of things, that we used the term impos- 
sible. Unity of sentiment and .co-ope- 
ration among the clergy, would, we 
are confident, produce an entire 
change. 

It is not designed to enter into the 
question of the expediency of such a 
change. On one point, however, we 
trust our sentiment is very generally 
entertained—that the public adminis- 
tration of baptism is most proper in it- 
self; and that the so frequent and 
causeless omission of it is an evil which 
it were very desirable to have correct- 
ed. Among various reasons for this, 
we may mention that the inconsistency 
and glaring impropriety of connecting 
the administration of this sacrament 
with occasions of mere worldly festi- 
vity and mirth, would be much less 
fostered by removing it from the draw- 
ing-room to the temple. 


We, therefore, rejoice that our au-. 


thor had cause to express his satisfac- 


. tion that the practice now considered 


“is at length giving way to more cor- 
rect views, and to a conformity to the 
rubric ;” and earnestly recommend 
to general perusal, the following pas- 
sages 
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** It is to be hoped, that the lay members 
of our Church—tor, in cases of this ‘kind, 
however desirous the clergyman may be 
of adhering to the rubric, a contrary 
practice often obliges him to give way— 
will more and more see the propriety, 
when they dedicate their children to Gon, 
of having the solemn office performed in 
the temples, which have been consecrated 
to his service ; and im the presence of the 
Church, of which they are to be made 
members. These sentiments, my reverend 
brethren, you will endeavour to promote 
and inculcate, as your prudence may dic- 
tate.” 


The Bishep next proceeds to the 
important head of preparativn for 
confirmation, and rightly adduces as 
intimately connected with it, the lan- 
guage of the 22d Canon ef the Gene 
ral Gonvention, which requires of 
“ Ministers, who have the charge of 
parishes or cures, to be, not only dili- 
gent in instructing the children in the 
Catechism ; but also, by stated cate- 
chetical lectures and instruction, to be 
diligent in informing the youth and 
others in the doctrines, constitution, 
and liturgy of the Church ;” and the 
following language of paternal counsel 
from the Bishops of our Church in 
the last General Convention—* The 
House of Bishops, impressed with the 
importance of informing the youth 
and others, inthe doctrines, constitu- 
tion, and liturgy of the Church, deem 
it their duty to call the attention of 
the Clergy to the 22d Canon, which 
enjoins onthem diligence in catecheti- 
cal instruction and lectures. The 
Bishops consider these as atnong the 
most important duties of clergymen, 
and among the most effectual means 
of promoting religious knowledge and 
practical piety.” 

The “stated catechetical lectures 
and instruction” prescribed in the 
above mentioned canon, arethere ex- 
pressly distinguished from “ es 
the children in the Catechism,” whic 
may be considered as referring to the 
occasional remarks that accompany 
their examination. They are also dis- 
tinct,as Bishop Croes justly intimates, 
fromthe regular sermons. They form, 
therefore, a separate head of the du- 
ties enjoind on pastors by the Canons 
of our Church. Of their importance 
it would seem unnecessary to speak. 
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“ Children” will be best instructed by 
the familiar explanations that accom- 
pany their reciting of the Catechism. 
Persons of mature years and intellect 
may be profited by formal discourses. 
This intermediate grade of teachin 
is that most likely to benefit “the yout 
and others” for whom the Canon pre- 
scribes it, Aad what pastor can, with 
a safe conscience, neglect them? 

The Bishop thus expresses himself 
on this head :— 


“* The utility of the mode of instruction, 
by a regular course of catechetical lec- 
tures, and its preference to the mode by 
sermons on detached passages of Scrip 
ture, you certainly need not be told. It 
must not, however, be understood, that 
such lectures are to be introduced to the 
exclusion of sermons. Sermons to those 
who have been wel instructed in the prin- 
ciples of our hoty religion, are, doubtiess, 
as beneficial as they are agreeable. It is 
only to young persons and others, who 
need information as to the elements of 
Christianity, that a regalar course of in« 
struction, by lectures, is more advanta- 
geous than such discourses, as treat on 
detached subjects, to the correct under- 
standing of which, previous knowledge is 
often indispensable. 

“In addition to the doctrines which 
are the subjects of -catechetical lectures, 
the Canon also requires lectures to be. de- 
livered, and instruction given, on the con- 
stitution and liturgy of the Church. Dif- 
fering, as we do, from other devomina- 
tions, in several important particulars, it 
becomes a matter of imperious duty, on 
the part of ministers, to see that her 
members be well informed of that differ- 
ence, and the grounds on which such dis- 
tinctive principles rest.” 

The last paragraph of this extract 
breathes a spirit not, indeed, very con- 
genial with that of the times, ‘but per- 
fectly so with that of the Gospel, and 
the purest days of the Church. A 
sectarian spirit no one should wish to 
inculcate; but we cannot imagine how 
a minister can consistently profess to 
cherish that view of the Gospel which 
is set forth in the liturgy and articles 
of our Church, and yet abstain from 
connecting with his instructions, be 
they in sermons, in catechetical lec- 
tures, or in more familiar teaching, 
the enforcement of her distinctive 
principles, on the subject as well of 
order as of doctrine. 

The following passage deserves ge- 
neral consideration: 
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“It will not be impertinent to the sub- 
ject now before us to remark, that, as the 
solemn worship of Gop, in our Church, is 
a joint actof the minister and people, 
audible often on the part of the people, as 
wellas of the minister; nothing contri- 
butes so much to «xbibit its excellency, 
propriety, and devotional effect, as the 
regular and distinct performance of the 
people in the parts allottedto them. It 
often, however, happens, ia this country 
especially, that the people are disposed to 
be remiss, in this respect, aud leave to be 
pe rformed, by the clerk alone—who should 
be considered merely their leader—that, 
which it is indispensable to the propriety 
and consistency of the service, should also 
be performed by themselves. Permit me 


then to recommend to you the adoption of 


such measures, whether by occasional re- 
marks from the pulpit, or in your private 
intercourse with the members of your 
congregations, especially in your instruc- 
tion of the young, as may lead to the cor- 
rection of such improper habits; and in- 
duce the members of our Church, in fu- 
ture, not only with one heart, but with 
one voice also, both to supplicate and to 
glorify Gop.” 


Nothing can be more obvious than 
that the full effect of our admirable 
service depends upon a general and 
audible repeating of the responses. 
We would respectfully suggest whe- 
ther the practice of allowins clerks to 
lead in this respect is not a fruitful 
source of the existing remissness on 
the part of the congregations. Our 
own observation of the performance of 
the service where there are no clerks 
for any other than the only rubical 
purpose of leading the singing, cer- 
tainly evinces that it is. 

The Bishop, having referred to 
the peculiar situation of the vacant 
churches in his diocess, and urged his 
brethren to contribute such exertions 
as their respective circumstances will 
admit, to their occasional supply; and 
also briefly noticed the claims of the 
missionary cause, proceeds to speak 
of Sunday Schools. 

This is a subject that must be ever 
welcome to the Christian heart. These 
little institutions, humble as is their 
appearance, cold as is the regard with 
which their claims are too frequently 
heeded, are exerting a most important 
influence. Unostentatious, though 
sure and extensive, is the benefit they 
are conferring on the world and on 
the Church. Gladly must the minis- 


ters of the altar own, as their most 
important auxiliaries, those who take 
an active interest in these establish- 
ments. 

We are gratified with the very 
respectable sanction afforded by this 
charge to that view of the subject 
which has regard to the ebvious pro- 
priety of making Sunday Schools an 
ecclesiastical concern. ‘They are re- 
ligious institutions, and should, there- 
fore, be conducted under the autho- 
rity of the Church, and the direction 
of its pastors. Their being designed 
for religious instruction, is the only 
circumstance which -can justify atten- 
tion to them on the Lord’s Day. This 
instruction must necessarily assume a 
certain form, and be according to some 
system. Hence, too, folluws the pe- 
culiar fitness of their being under the 
entire management of the Church, and 
responsible to her alone. 

There is next noticed in the charge 
the duty and necessity of acquaintance, 
on the part of the clergy, with the 
Canons of the Church. Surely the 
want of this must be no small fault in 
those who are bound to the observance 
of the Canons by the most sacred obli- 
gations. ‘The recommendation here 
given to the study of them should be 
most conscie:.tiously followed. 

The special notice of two or three 
Canons, suggested, we presume, by 
some peculiar circumstances in that 
Diocess, brings us to the conclusion of 
the Charge, in which the Bishop calls 
the attention of his clergy to the funda- 
mentally important consideration, that 
all their efforts for the maintenance of 
order in the Church, and for the en- 
larging of her borders, are only so 
far valuable as they contribute to the 
promotion of pure and undefiled reli- 
gion, of evangelical faith and piety. 

“Let us, therefore,” he adds, ‘while 
we are careful not to relax our exertions 
for external order, while we use all the 
legitimate means in our pewer to promote 
the prosperity of the Church, and enlarge 
her borders ;—let us, by the purity and 
consistency of the example we set; by the 
spirit and tenour of our public discourses; 
by the frequency and fervency of our 
prayers; and by our conscientious dili- 
gence in study, and professional duties; 
endeavour, with Divine aid, to excite, fos- 
ter, and increase among her members, up- 
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on Christian principles, unfeigned piety 
to God, and universal benevolence to man. 
We cannot but be aware, from the experi- 
ence which we have had, that the due pro- 
motion of these great objects is a work of 
no little difficulty ;—that it calls for the 
exertion of all our powers, both intellec- 
tual and meral; and even these, in what- 
ever degree exerted, must fail of their 
end, unless accompanied with that ‘ unc- 
tion from the Holy One;’* those Divine 
influences, which are promised to the 
prayers of the faithful ministers of Christ. 
Would we, therefore, see the flocks, com- 
mitted to our charge, not only well in- 
structed in the great doctrines of the Gos- 
pel, and the distinctive principles of our 
Church; but also, by repentance, by the 
renewing of their minds, and by a lively 
faith in our common Lord, brought into 
conformity with his will, ‘denying un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, and living 
soberly, righteously, and godly;’¢ how 
can we expect such effects to be produced, 
so far as depends upon our ministrations, 
but by faithfully using the powers which 
Gop has bestowed upon us; daily praying 
for the proper and successful application 
of these powers, through the influences of 
his Spirit; and msnifesting our own con- 
victions of the truths which we declare by 
living such lives, as we recommend to 
them, as the obvious result of such con- 
victions, and the evidences of our restora- 
tion to the favour of Gop, and of our title 
to everlasting life? Let us thus do, and 
let our fidelity to our Master, our zeal in 
his service, and our deep concern for the 
salvation of our fellow men, show them- 
selves, by the fruits which such affections 
and efforts, with Divine help, will natu- 
rally produce.” 


The last paragraph is an address to 
the laity present at the delivery of the 
Charge, designed to exhort them to 
co-operation with the clergy, in their 
respective spheres, in the good work 
of promoting the prosperity and wel- 
fare of theChurch. Incalculable are 
the facilities which they can afford to 
the ministers of Christ in the exercise 
of their holy functions... By examples 
of piety and virtue, they will recom- 
mend the doctrines and precepts which 
their pastors inculcate. By consecrat- 
ing to the sacred caus of religion what- 
ever influence (and no man is without 
it) their civil, social, or domestic rela- 
tions may give them, they will greatly 
promote that cause. By liberal contri- 
butions and personal exertions, they 
may be very instrumental in dissemi- 





* 1 John ii. 20. t Titus i. 1% 


nating aknowledge of the Church, and 
bringing men within her pale. By 
attending her councils, when there- 
to appointed, with hearts deeply im- 
pressed with that spirit of religion 
which is founded on humility, and de- 
lights in order, and minds enriched by 
the study of those sacred subjects with 
which the Church’s welfare is con- 
nected,—they may contribute te pro- 
mote the unity, purity, and prosperity 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 


——— 
—_—_—_— 


The tenth Annual Report of the Beard 
of Trustees of the Protestant Lpis- 
copal Tract Society. . 

New-York, Tuesday evening, 
lst Feb. 1820. 


Tuts being the tenth anniversary of the 
Protestant Episcopal Tract Society, pur- 
suant to public notice, the Society assem- 
bled in the Vestry-room of Trinity Church 
at seven o’clock P. M. 

The Annual Report of the Board of 
Trustees was read; whereupon, on mo- 
tion, 

Resolved, That the Report be accepted. 

Resolved, Yhat the editors of the Chris- 
tian Journal be requested to give the Re- 
port a place in their publication. 

Resolved, That the Board of Trustees 
be requested to have 500 copies of the Re- 
port printed in pamphlet form. 

The Society then proceeded to the elec- 
tion of a Board of Trustees for the ensuing 
year. The following gentlemen compose 
the Board: 

Right Rev. John H. Hobart, D. D. (ex of- 
ficio) President. 

Rev. Benjamin T. Onderdonk, Ist Vice- 
President 
John Watts, M. D. 2d Vice-President. 

Rev. William Creighton, 3d Vice-Pre- 
sident. 

Cornelius R. Duffie, Treasurer. 

William E. Dunscomb, Corresponding 
Secretary. 

Edward W. Willkings, Recording Sec- 
retary. 

Thomas N. Stanford, Agent. 

Trustees —John J. Lambert, Murray 
Hoffman, William Onderdonk, jun. Wil- 
liam H. Harison, Floyd Smith, John ow 
Rogers, Charles Nichols, William Tripler, 
Cornelius S. Bartow, Anthony Bleecker, 
Cornelius Oakley, William S. Popham, 
Isaac C. Jones, Henry F. Jones, Benjamin 
M. Brown, Charles N. 8S. Rowland, War- 
moldus Cooper, Thomas D. Moore. 


REPORT. 
In their last Annual Report, the 
Board of Trustees had the satisfaction 
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of stating that a very considerable 
debt, incurred by the previous opera- 
tions of the Society, had been liquidat- 
ed by means of a liberal collection in 
St. John’s Chape]. An edition of 6000 
copies of Bishop Hobart’s “ Catechism 
for Confirmation” was then immedi- 
ately printed. This, added to neces- 
sary contingent expenses, has left the 
present balance of disposable funds 
only $15 49. The increase of this 
by the receiving of dues, and the con- 
stitutional share of the interest of the 
— fund, the Board cherish the 

ope will justify a speedy addition to 
the number of their Tracts, and the 
republication of such of the former as 
may be most needed. 

Since the last meeting of the So- 
ciety, and until the 18th inst. (the date 
of the Agent’s last report) 3592 Tracts 
were distributed. About one half of 
these have been circulated beyond the 
bounds of this State, and chiefly in the 
States west of the Alleganies. Of the 
remainder a considerable pr«portion 
has been given to Sunday Schools, 
Charitable Societies, Prisons, Huspi- 
tals, &c. 

The total number of Tracts dis- 
tributed by this Society since its insti- 
tution in 1810, is 55,031. 

The present amount of the perma- 
nent fund is $745 68. Initiatory 
contributions of members and subscri- 
bers, donations, and half of its own 
interest are the sources of its increase. 
It promises to be very soon considera- 
bly instrumental in enlarging the 
sphere of the Society’s usefulness, and 
thus confirming its claim to public 
patronage. 

There never was a period more fa- 
vourable than the present, for secur- 
ing great and lasting benefits from the 
eperation of Tract Societies. There 
never was a period in which their ex- 
tensive operation was inore essential 
to the well-being of the community. 
We infer both these truths from the 
same fact—The general circulation of 
ability to read, through the medium 
of Sunday and other Charity Schools. 

Ct this the emissaries of the prince 
of darkness—the vile and abandoned 
of our species—are not neglectful to 
avail themselves. Under every vari. 


ety of form that can attract youthful 
notice, gratify the depraved affections 
of human nature, fix in the heart de- 
signs of wickedness, or strengthen the 
yet feeble, and stablish the yet waver- 
ing purpse of iniquity,—they would 
turn to profligate abuse the noble and 
best intended charity of our schools 
for gratuitous tuition, by obtruding 
their pestilent productions, to gratify 
the ability and desire to read, thus 
generally diffused. Hereby principles 
are instilled, ideas imbibed, habits 
formed, which bring dishonour upon 
the name ef God, reproach upon 
Christianity, incalculable ills upon the 
commonwealth. 

It was said by our blessed Saviour, 
that the children of this world are 
wiser in their generation than the 
children of light. This truth is con- 
firmed by every day’s observation. 
It is founded on a principle deeply 
implanted in our fallen nature, and 
very variously applied in the conduct 
of men. In nothing does this princi- 
ple appear to be more thoroughly ex- 
ercised, than in the arts employed in 
the cause of infidelity, and im spread- 
ing corruptions of evangelical truth, 
and the poisonous influence of immo- 
rality and vice. The taste of the 
nicest critic is consulted. An inviting 
air of science is assumed. Forms of 
argument are presented, calculated 
by their speciousness to deceive the 
unwary into the belief that the true 


force of argument is embidied in them. 


Especially, ineans are never wanting 
to render the productions thus charac- 
terized, of easy access, and to secure 
for them extensive circulation. 

The Board would rejoice could 
they anticipate that liberal increase 
of patronage which would enable the 
Society to add to the leading object 
of prom ting the religious instruction 
of the poor, a degree of attention to 
the important one of more widely dis- 
seminating views of the leading evi- 
dences, fundamental doctrines, and 
pure morality of the Guspel, which 
may effect a salutary influence in 
counteracting the exertions whereby 
infidelity, heresy, and vice recommend 
themselves to the higher and better 
informed classes of the community. 
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It is an obvious duty of the mem- 
bers of the Church of Christ, to do 
what in them lies for the suppression 
of error and immorality in every 
shape, and the maintenance of true 
relivion and virtue. This is required 
by their devotion to the Divine Head 
of the Church—by their reverence for 
that religion «f which it was intended 
to be the guardian and promoter—by 
their interest in the well-being of 
the civil and social community it was 
designed to bless—by their regard for 
the spiritual and eternal interests of 
men, which it was established to pro- 
mote. 

Under a deep conviction of this im- 
portant duty, our Society was estab- 
lished. The share it would take in 
discharging it, is, indeed, of humble 
name, and of character by no means 
vying with that of some other institu- 
tions, in the degree of popular notice, 
and, consequently, of popular ap- 
plause, it is calculated to excite. It is 
not, indeed, our object to provide 
the Church with means for sending 
her ministering servants on the noble 
errand of proclaiming the heavenly 
doctrines and precepts of her Master. 
It is not our object to distribute that 
Book of Life whence knowledge unto 
salvation is to be gained; or that 
Liturgy which the experience of the 
pious, and the understandings of the 
enlightened of its advocates, joined 
by the concessions of the liberal and 
judicious of its opponents as a form 
of prayer, rank next in value and ef- 
ficacy to the inspired pages. Our 
object, however, is intimately con- 
nected with each of these inestimable 
purposes. It is to provide the Minis- 
ter of Heaven with what may catch 
the eye, and interest the attention of 
those who may he too indifferent to 
wait upon the public exereise of his 
holy functions. It is to excite a dis- 
ogee to peruse the sacred volume, 

y exhibiting, in a narrow compass, 
and interesting form, the excellence 
in character, and happiness in effect, 
of some leading doctrine or precept 
it enforces ; by bringing home to the 
heart some powerful call or awful 
warning, and presenting some allur- 
ing or some appalling example, cal- 


culated to fix attention on its eter- 
nally momentous contents. It is to 
prepare the way for the holy, interest- 
ing, edifying services of the Church, 
by recommending the evangelical and 
devout frame of mind they are calcu- 
lated to inspire and to cherish. 

The voice of the Minister may 
never be sought, may be studiously 
shunned, may be iistlessly heard, and 
immediately forgotten ; the Bible or 
the Prayer Book may be thrown aside, 
as too much to be encountered; 
when the little tract placed in the way 
—by accident the world would call it 
—to merciful design of Providence 
we should delight to attribute it— 
may be taken up ina moment of lei- 
sure, gain notice, fix attention, inte- 
rest the heart. A blessing is vouch- 
safed; that blessing, by which the 
Spirit of grace never fails to further 
the improvement of his preventing in- 
fluence—further inquiry is made— 
deeper and deeper still is the interest 
felt—the Bible issought—the Minister 
of Heaven is sought—the Church of 
Christ is songht—means of grace are 
used and blessed—through that, deep 
repentance and true faith are cher- 
ished—the heart is renewed—the life 
is changed—the man is saved. The 
enemy of God is spoiled of his prey— 
the angels of God rejoice—a new 
and eternal monument is raised te 
the glory of the redeeming, sanctify, 
ing, and saving grace of Christ. 

The little subject of gratuitous in- 
struction, pleased with his ability to 
read, ever anxious to gratify it with 
novelty, in danger of being attracted 
by the demoralizing productions which 
daily court the notice of the young, 
is to be saved by the humble efforts 
of societies like our’s. They are to 
give him a succession of short, plain, 
striking, edifying elucidations, in- 
structions, and narrations, to divert 
his attention from injurious objects. 
Thus his character may be formed, 
a his influence in society determin- 
ed. 

When the enemy of Christianity, 
the impugner of any of its essential 
doctrines, or he who, with hardened 
heart, lays his insidious plans for un- 
dermining its pure and holy morals— 
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throws out his luring bait, it is their’s 
to present, in form not less calculated 
to win regard, the counter-attractions 
of pure and undefiled religion. 

It is impossible to imagine the full 
extent of benefit with which a single 
Tract may be blessed. It may lay 
the foundation of a pious and virtuous 
character in many of its perusers. 
Each of these will exert a wholesome 
influence in his particular sphere. 
Thréugh the instrumentality of those 
influenced, the consequences will ex- 
tend much farther. Parent will be- 
queath them tochild. The child, in 
his turn, will do the same. To the 
end of time, and, more animating con- 
sideration! through the ages of eterni- 
ty, the effects may last. What a mo- 
tive for exertion! May God bring it 
home to the hearts of all who have 
the means of contributing, however 
humbly, to the objects ef our asso- 
ciation! It stands pledged for unceas- 
ing efforts to turn to best advantage 
the contributions of its friends. May 
it have the prayers of all faithful mem- 
bers of the Church fer Divine guid- 
ance and blessing in the work it has 
undertaken. 

New-York, January 31, 1820. 

Signed by order of the Board, 

JOHN H. HOBART, President. 

Attested, 
Epwarp W. Wutxkincs, Rec. Se’ry. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
(From the Evangelical Magazine, for November, 1819.) 

Tue following testimony to the ex- 
cellence and utility of the Sunday 
School system is perfectly just. We 
insert it for the encouragement of our 
readers who are laudably engaged in 
the support of those valuable semina- 
ries. 

As the daily school is held on six 
days of the week, and the Sunday 
School only on one day, it may be 
thought by casual observers, that the 
good likely to result from the former 
will bear to the other the proportion 
of six to one. Matter of fact, how- 
ever, contradicts this supposition. The 
voluntary diligence of children attend- 
ing Sabbath Schools, the eagerness 
with which they receive instruction, 


and their solid improvement, generally 
equal any thing which the records of 
common day schools can produce. In- 
deed the Sunday School system pos- 
sesses many advantages which are 
peculiarly its own. ‘The affection of 
the learner, engaged by the parental 
kindness which is displayed in every 
act of his benevolent and disinter- 
ested instructor, puts every faculty 
of his mind in motion. He regards 
his book with pleasure, for it is a 
medium of communication with his 
affectionate friend. He looks for- 
ward through the week with anxiety 
to the time in which he shall again 
attend the school, and during his in- 
tervals of leisure, is busied in prepar- 
ing his task for the sabbath. Thns the 
Sunday School exhibits the result of 
the voluntary labours of the week, and 
thus the child often outstrips the daily 
scholar, whose affection is not so fre- 
quently called forth towards his teacher 
and his business. The. sacred day, 
too, on which the school is held, and 
the sacred book which forms the basis 
of the instruction given, impart to the 
Sunday School a religious character. 
There is a multitude of instances in 
which, through the Divine blessing, 
the child has learnt to “ call the Sab. 
bath a delight, holy of the Lord, ho- 
nourable.” Like Timothy, he is 
taught to love the holy scriptures, and 
to model his character and conduct in 
conformity with its doctrines and pre- 
cepts. The glow of affection which 
was first elicited by his kind teacher 
is now directed to him from whom 
cometh “every good and every per- 
fect gift.” The teacher, also, in his 
anxiety to make religious impressions 
on his pupil’s mind, has sometimes 
caught the holy flame which he de- 
sired to communicate, and in the Sun- 
day School has first felt the vital in- 
fluence of true religion.* 


It has been our wish to receive for inser- 
tion a just tribute to the memory of the 
excellent man who is the subject of the 
following address. We certainly cannot 
present any thing more congenial to our 





* See the Eighth Report of the Sunday 
School Society for Ireland. 
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own feelings, nor, we are confident, more 
gratifying to our readers, than the address 
entire. 


A Funeral Address, delivered at the 
interment of the Hon. Joan Nicuo- 
LAs, on Sunday, the 2d day of Jan. 
1820, in Trinity Church, Geneva. 
By the Rev. Onin Crarg, Aector of 
said Church. 


Brethren of the Congregation, 

Tie dispensation of Providence, 
upon which [ am called to address you, 
is calculated to arouse in our bosons, 
emotions of no ordinary character. A 
father in our Israel has fallen. We 
behoid his earthly tabernacle before 
us in ruins. The pure heaven-born 
spirit which so lately inhabited it, has 
gone “to him who gave it—to his 
Father and our Father—to his God 
and our God,” in whose holy keeping 
it shail remain, in a state of separation 
from its tenement of clay, “till the 
heavens be no more.” Hither the 
blessed light of the “Sun of Righte- 
ousness” enables us, with the eye of 
faith, to follow it in joy and triumph. 
And this is our consolation in contem- 
plating the exit of our friends from this 
scene of sorrow and sin—this is our 
consolation, that the soul, on its de- 
— from the body, does not perish. 

ath, when he has dissolved the union 
between them, and mingled the body 
with the dust, has done all that is in 
his power. The soul, secure in her 
immortality, shielded by the wing of 
Omnipotence, bids defiance to his as- 
saults. No, the soul cannot die. Upon 
its every power, and faculty, and af- 
fection, is impressed the seal of eter- 
nity. Etisdestined, revelation assures 
us, by the decree of its Maker, to ex- 
ist for ever—and who can resist his 
will—who can frustrate his purposes? 
It is destined too, we are assured upon 
the same unquestionable authority, to 
exist for ever, on being suitably pre- 
pared for it here, in a state of most 
exalted bliss and glory ; ‘such as “ eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath 
entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive.” Nor is this happiness to be 
the portion of the soul only; the body, 
though now embraced by corruption, 
and covered with dishonour, shall soon 

Vo. IV. 
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be delivered from its bondage, put on 
glorious apparel, and, re-united with 
the soul, be made partaker of its feli- 
city and immortality. Yes, brethren, 
short shall be the triumph of death 
even over thiscorruptible body. The 
decree has gone forth from him who 
at first formed it from nothing, and 
who has the “ keys of hell and death,” 
that this “ corruptible aust put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal immorta- 
lity.” ‘* The hour, he proclaimeth— 
the hour is coming, in the which all that 
are in their graves shall hear the voice 
of the Son of God, and shall come 
forth, they that have done good, unto 
the resurrection of life, and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection 
of damnation.” “TI am the resurrec- 
tion and the life,” saith the Lord, “he 
that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live, and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never 
die.” “For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so them alsq 
which sleep in Jesus will God briag 
with him; for the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel and 
the trump of God, and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first, and he shall 
change their vile body that it be made 
like unto his glorious body.” “ Where- 
fore comfort one another with these 
words.” And what else, brethren, 
can we need to disvel our fears, to 
sustain our hopes, sad to comfort our - 
hearts, in view of the ravages of death, 
than these blessed assurances, that the 
soul is above his power, and shall, if 
purified by repentance, and sanctified 
by the spirit of the Redeemer, be ere 
long united again to the body, to re- 
ceive with it “ its perfect consumma- 
tion and bliss in God’s eternal and 
everlasting glory.” With what con- 
fidence may we not hope that this. 
blessedness shall be the portion of our 
departed brother! He lived the life, 
he died the death, and, therefore, 
shall undoubtedly partake of the ever- 
lasting happiness, of the righteous. 
In common instances of mortality, 
to notice, with any de of particu- 
larity, the personal character of the 
deceased, is (as you will bear me wit- 
xi brethren,) foreign to my practice ; 
l 











82 


and such notices may, in general, it is 
apprehended, be justly suspected of 
flattery to the living. But in the pre- 
sent, [ should violate your feelings, 
do injustice to my own, and neglect a 
sacred duty to religion, were I to omit 
the commemoration of the virtues of 
him who is to be our subject. And 
in proceeding to discharge this office, 
my apprehension is, that I shall incur 
your censure not for saying too much, 
but for omitting much that should 
be said—for memory, which, when 
prompted by affection, loves to linger 
in the contemplation of departed ex- 
cellence, will point you to very many 
traits deserving a distinct notice, 
which it is impossible to embrace in 
the hasty and imperfect sketch which 
I am about to give of his character.* 
In whatever point of light it is 
viewed, weshall see much to admire, 
to commend, and to imitate. Remote 
for every thing showy and calculated 
merely to dazzle, his talents as a man, 
wére of the most solid and valuable 
kind. To an understanding uncom- 
monly vigorous and comprehensive, 
strengthened and regulated by early 
discipline, enriched with almost every 
species jof useful knowledge; and a 
judgment remarkable both for the 
soundness and promptitude of its de- 
cisions, he united a heart warmed, in 
an unusual degree, by every social 
and benevolent affection. By no 
trait, probably, was his character more 
distinctly marked than that perfect in- 
dependence of mind, which, mmparting 
firmness to principle, and energy to 
action, and spurning the servile com- 
plaisance of the weak and the paltry 
pretences of the wicked, dares to pur- 





* Mr. N. was born 1764, in the state of 
Virginia, where he received his education, 
and resided till 1803, when he removed to 
this village. He was educated for the 
law, and in the early part of his life de- 
voted himself to the practice of it. Hav- 
ing, however, a strong predilection for 
agricultural pursuits, he relinquished the 
legal profession after afew years practice 
in it, and turned his attention principally, 
for the rest of his life, to these pursuits. 
He died of a dropsical affection, which 
had, for several years, becu gradually un- 
dermining his constitution, on Friday, the 
3ist of December, 1819, in the 57th year 
of his age. 
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sue the path of duty alone, unawed 
by the prejudices of the multitude, by 
the apprehensions of friends, or by 
the malice of enemies. And this de- 
cision and firmness, far removed from 
any thing like that blind obstinacy 
and vain conceit which pride often at- 
tempts to pass upon the world for inde- 
pendence of mind, were with him the 
firmness of principle, the decision of 
a judgment conscious of its rectitude 
and superiority. In union with this 
exalted quality, we find, as we should 
naturally anticipate, an utter aversion 
to deception of every kind and in 
every degree, great simplicity and 
unaflectedness ot manners, great can- 
dour and openness of disposition, and 
uncommon modesty,and diffidence in 
acting or judging upon every subject 
of which he had not a thorough ac- 
quaintance, 

His worth as a citizen, can scarcely 
be too highly appreciated. With an 
eye steadily directed to the public 
good, he was ever ready, by every 
means in his power, by his wealth, in- 
fluence, and personal exertion, to con- 
tribute to its advancement. It was 
his devotion to this object alone that 
drew him from retirement; “ that 
retirement where he found, while he 
conferred, every enjoyment,” and in- 
duced him to accept a place in the 
councils of his country,* and upon the 
bench; stations which he occupied 
with equal honour to himself and use- 
fulness to the community ; displaying 
in both the greatest disinterestedness 
and integrity ; qualities which indeed 
marked his conduct in every walk of 
life. To his ability, firmness, and fi- 
delity, as a magistrate, you are, many 
of you, brethren, witnesses, and I am 
sure you will respond to the truth of 
the assertion, that he was, in all in- 
stances, equal and faithful to the du- 
ties of this highly responsible station. 

But we must view him in a yet 





° rome a most critical period of our 
country’s history, he was honoured with 


three successive elections to the National 
Legislature, from his native state. Shortly 
after his removal to this state, he was 
elected a member of its Senate, and about 
the same time was appointed first Judge 
of this county. 
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more elevatetl station ; that of a ser- 
vant of the most high God, and dis- 
ciple of our common Lord and Master. 
It is the fidelity with which he filled 
this station which principally demands 
our grateful remembrance, and from 
which his character received its high- 
est lustre. He was, in the best sense 
of the word, a Christian. 

Love to his Maker and Redeemer, 
and good will to men, were the prin- 
ciples which predominated in his heart, 
and directed and controlled his con- 
duct. Partaking of the natural ardour 
of his feelings, his piety was lively and 
fervent, yet perfectly sober and ra- 
tional. It did net evaporate in empty 
profession, nor exhaust itself in rap- 
turous emotion, but displayed its in- 
fluence in every social and domestic 
relation, in the most affectionate and 
devoted attachment, tenderness, and 
kindness as a husband, a parent, and 
a friend. The sway which it constantly 
and uniformly exercised over his af- 
fections showed its perfect sincerity. 
In every thing connected with the 
honour of God, and the salvation of 
his fellow men, it prompted him to 
take a mest lively interest. You, my 
brethren of the congregation, can at- 
test to his pious zeal and liberality, 
and you recur tothem, i trust, with 
gratitude. To these, under God, 
you owe much of your privileges as a 
congregation. Yes, but for his muni- 
ficence, energy, and perseverance 
coming in aid of yours, this sacred edi- 
fice perhaps had never been reared; 
and you, possibly, had still been de- 
prived of the public ordinances of your 
Apostolic Church. © may the re- 
membrance of his love for her, and 
zeal to advance her interests, while it 
awakens your gratitude, stimulate you 
to an imitation of his example. 

All the institutions of religion com- 
manded his highest esteem and rever- 
ence ; he loved the house, he loved 
the people, he loved the ministers of 
God. Considering the public ordi- 
nances of the Gospel as the divinely 
appointed means of salvation, and sen- 
sible, from experience, of their holy 
efficacy, he felt it to be his happiness, 
no less than his duty, to encourage, 
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and, as often as he had opportunity 
to unite in their celebration.* 

The worship of the Church, in par- 
ticular, afforded him the highest satis- 
faction, and never, (he has been heard 
to say,) never did his soul know such 
heavenly peace and serenity, as when, 
prostrate in this sacred place, he pour- 
ed forth its devout emotions in the 
animating strains of our admirable 
Liturgy.t 

His charity was as sincere and at- 
dent as his piety. Though firmly at- 
tached to the distinctive principles of 
our Communien, from a deiiberate 





* The views which he entertained of 
the Christian Sacraments were truly pri- 
mitive. He looked upon them, not simply 
as badges of saintship, but, as they are in 
truth, means of grace, in the use of which 
Ged ordinarily communicates the renovat- 
ing and sanctifying influences of his Holy 
Spirit ;—and in this opinion of them he was 
confirmed, beyond a doubt, by Ais own ex- 
perience. He said to the author of this 
Address repeatedly during his last sick- 
ness, that the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper had been the “* great means,” not 
only of his advancement in the Christian 
life, but also of fixing permanently in his 
mind the first impressions of religion. 

T He considered this formula of devo- 
tion one of the most distinguishing excel- 
lencies ofourChurch. It was, in his view, 
invaluable. In his youth, circumstances, 
not necessary to be explained, had created 
in his mind a strong prejudice against the 
Liturgy—the force of which he felt in no 
inconsiderable degree, when his attention 
was first seriously turned to religion. But 
he was too liberal and enlightened to yield 
to this prejudice, and reject the Liturgy, 
till he examined its several offices, and 
formed a practical acquaintance with 
them ; and the moment this was done, he 
found (to use his own words) that he had 
no longer any relish for any other mode of 
worship. And the longer he used, the 
more he loved and admired it. With his 
dying breath, he bore testimony to its ex- 
cellence. In conversation with a clerical 
friend, in his last moments, he took occa- 
sion to express his admiration of the suita- 
bleness of its prayers for the dying, as well 
as the living. Being asked if he did not 
desire to join in one of them? he answered, 
“with all my heart;”—and calling his 
family about him for the last time, he en- 
treated them to unite with him in it, and 
learn to value and love their excellent Li« 
turgy. They obeyed—joined him in the 
holy exercise, and he immediately, upon 
the close of it, joined the worshippers of 
Heaven! . 
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conviction that they are primitive and 
scriptural—yet, kindly overlooking 
what he deemed the errors of others, 
he cordially embraced in the arms of 
affection the Christian of every name, 
in whose temper and conduct he found 
the image of his Redeemer. 

The same benign principle inspired 
him with universal good will, and ex- 
cited in his bosom a lively concern for 
the welfare «t mankind. Every bene- 
volent object found his heart alive to 
its interests, and his hand open to fur- 
ther its advancement.— Bought with a 
price, he felt that nothing which he 
possessed, neither his time, nor his 
talents, nor his wealth, were his own, 
but might justly be claimed by him 
through whose precious blood he had 
redemption. In the use of them, there- 
fore, it was his aim to act as a steward 
of the great Giver—and hence he 
made it a point ef duty to set apart 
no small portion of his wealth to the 
service of religion, and of the poor. 
And they, brethren, the poor, alone, 
can tell you the story of his bounties. 
Done in the privacy of retirement, 
where no.eye could see but that of the 
Omniscient, their extent and happy 
effects shall never be known till re- 
vealed by the light of the great day. 
But the poor were not the only par- 
takers of his benevolence. No—by 
the splendid light of his example, and 
the persevering exertions of his talants 
and influence to discountenance vice 
of every discription, and to encourage 
every thing which was favourable to 
moral improvement and social happi- 
ness, he was a benefactor to society at 
large: 

Yet, with all these virtues to re- 
commend him—with all these good 
works to follow him, humility was the 
cavetba nA disposition of his soul. 

avery claim on account of them which 
presumption could assert, or vanity 
urge, he surrendered at the foot of the 
cross. All his efforts to promote the 
honour of God and the happiness of 
man, he considered as required by his 
duty, and even after all, he felt that 
he was a very unprofitable servant. 
Hence his whole hope, not only of re- 
ward, but of acceptance, was reposed 
entirely and exclusively upon the right- 


eousness of the Redeemer, apprehend- 
ed by a firm, yet humble faith. To 
this he clung with all the powers of 
his soul, which perpetually breathed 
the self-abasing sentiment—** Not un- 
to me, not unto me, O Lord, but unto 
thy name be all the glory.” This 
deep self-abasement, was the result, not 
simply of a consciousness that his ser- 
vices were imperfect, and would not, 
though they were exempt from defect, 
be of any value in the sight of God ; 
but of a deep sense of unwerthiness, 
of a strung and lively conviction of the 
utter corruption of our nature; and, 
consequently, that every thing that 
was good, either in his heart or life— 
every holy desire—every good coun- 
sel, and every just and acceptable 
work, was the fruit of God’s powerfal 
grace. Abundant, indeed, was his 
life in this blessed fruit ; yet, se great 
was his diffidence in every thing he 
had done, that he was, at times, tempt- 
ed to suspect the sincerity of his faith 
—to suspect that all his virtue and 
devotedness afforded but an equivocal 
evidence, that he was accepted through 
the merits, and sanctified by the spirit 
of his Redeemer. But, blessed be 
God, though grief may endure for a 
night, joy cometh in the morning. As 
the termination of his warfare ap- 

roached, his faith became victorious. 
His love expelled his fears and his 
doubts; and with the calm composure 
of confident trust and assured hope, 
he fell asleep in Jesus. 

“Ohm God, let me die the death 
of the righteous, and let my last end 
be like his. Mark the perfect man, 
and behold the upright, for the end of 
that man is peace.” If the blessed 
Jesus did not disdain to honour with 
his tears the ashes of an endeared 
friend, certainly we may, without the 
fear of offending him, consecrate the 
tomb of such exalted worth and ex- 
cellence by this sacred tribute of af- 
fection. 

But the dispensation admonishes us 
to other duties than the indulgence of 
unavailing regrets,—and doubtless 
could the sainted spirit of him whose 
remains we are about to entomb, ad- 
dress you from its blissful abode, it 
would be in the language of that kind 
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rebuke uttered by our Lord to his 
sorrowing disciples—* Weep not for 
me, but for yourselves and your chil- 
dren.” 

Brethren of the congregation, to 
you the dispensation is a loud call to 
bring your own'ways to remembrance, 
to quicken your diligence, to emulate 
the virtues, the example and influence 
of which, you have so long enjoyed ; 
and to strive, with increased zeal, ac- 
tivity, and liberality, in the service of 
your Divine Master, to fill up the void 
made by it in your ranks. Long has 
our departed brother been a bright 
and shining light among us, a light 
which imparted life and energy to our 
little body. Provoked by our un- 
thankfulness for the blessing, God has 
withdrawn it, and thus urges us with 
his rod to remember the duties, to the 
remembrance of which, his mercy had 
persuaded as in vain. Shall we still 
resist his will?—Ah, remember, an 
account will soon be required of the 
use we have made both of his good- 
ness and severity; and if we pervert 
them, pervert the very means which 
he employs to reclaim and save us, 
into new occasions of insulting ‘him, 
what mountains can hide, what hills 
can cover us, from his fiery indigna- 
tion? Remember, all who hear me, 
the hand which demolished that taber- 
nacle will soon conduct your bodies to 
the mansions of corruption. Ah, on 
what do you rest your hopes of a re- 
surrection to a blessed immortality? 
—The works of faith and charity are 
the only safe and sure evidence of your 
title to this exalted inheritance. Be 
not deceived—neither that negative 
kind of virtue and religion which are 
limited to mere exemption from gross 
impiety and vice, nor that cold, heart- 
less morality, whose source is worldly 
principle, can afford any support in 
the fearful hour of trial—the hour of 
death, andthe day of judgment. Then 
that firm faith in the Redeemer, which 
excludes every claim to his mercy on 
the ground of worthiness, and mani- 
fests its living efficacy in constant, un- 
wearied endeavours to promote his 
glory, shall be found the only stay of 
the soul, as it is the only pledge of a 
glorious immortality. Be net there- 
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fore deceived.—Svlemnly admonished 
of your latter end, see that ye disre- 
gard not the admonition,—that ye are 
led by it to consider your ways—to 
inquire diligently into the state of 
your hearts andlives. The language 
of the dispensation to each and all of 
us is :— Be ye also ready, for in such 
an hour as ye think not, the Son of 
man cometh.” 


=, 
THE PSALMS. 


Extracts from the New Family Bible now 

publishing by 1’. & J. Swords, under the 

direction of the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart. 

(The passages within brackets are added to this edition 
by the American editor.) 

Psaum VIL. 3 O Lorp my God, if 
I have done this ; if there be iniquity 
in my hands ; 

Ver. 3. [David makes a solemn appeal 
to God, the searcher of hearts, as judge 
of his innocence, with regard to the parti- 
cular crime laid to his charge. Any per- 
son, when slandered, may do the same. 
But Christ only could call upon heaven to 


attest his universal uprightness. Jp. 
Horne.} . 


7 So shall the congregation of the 
people compass thee about: for their 
sakes therefore return thou on high. 


7.— return thou on high.) When God 
seems to take no notice of the transgres- 
sions of men, it is as if he descended from 
the place of his power, and from his judg- 
ment-seat; but when he visits and judges 
their iniquities, he seems to elevate him- 
self on high, or to return to his judgment- 
seat. Edwards. 


8 The Lorn shall judge the people: 
judge me, O Lorn, according to my 
righteousness, and according to mine 
integrity that is in me. 

[8.— judge me, O Lord, according to 
my righteousness, | Conscious of his “right- 
eousness and integrity,” as to the matter 
in question, David desires to be judged by 
him, who is to judge the world at the las' 
day. How few, among Christians, have 
seriously and deliberately ‘considered, 
whether the sentence of that day is likel 
to be in their favour? Yet how many, wi 
the utmost composure ard self-compla- 
cency, repeat continually the words of this 
Psalm, as well as those inthe Te Deum, 
‘© We believe that thou en hg) ad be 
our Judge!” Legal, or perfect ri us- 
ness and integrity are liar to the Re- 
deemer: but evangelical righteousness 
and integrity all must have, who would 
besaved. Bp. Horne.j : 























86 The Psalms. (No. 8." 


This confident assertion of his own 
righteousness and integrity, can belong to 
no character but Jesus Christ himself.— 
David had no such innocence to boast; bre 
was, like other men, a pardoned sinner. 
Bp. Horsley. | 

We learn from this Psalm, that the 
wickedness of the ungodly shall come to 
an end; that God lets them alone, and 
bears with them for a time; but if they 
persist in their wickedness, he prepares 
for them the punishments they deserve, 
and will make the evil which they design 
for others fall upon their own heads. 
These are powerful motives to induce us 
to adore the justice of God: to improve 
by his forbearance and long-suffering; and 
to avoid every thing that may expose us 
to his vengeance. Ostervald. 


Psarm VIIL. [Thanksgiving for God’s 
general mercies, in which the Psalmist 
(as he is interpreted by the Apostle) looks 
forward to the exaltation of human nature 
by the incarnation of our blessed Lord. 
Bp. Horsley. | 

The scope and meaning of this Psalm 
seems plainly to be this: to display and 
celebrate the great love of God to man, 
i,0t only in his creation, but especially in 
his redemption by Jesus Christ; whom, 
as he was man, he advanced to the honour 
and dominion here mentioned, that he 
might carry on that great and glorious 
work. Thus Christ is the principal subject 
of this Psalm, of whom it is interpreted, 
both by Christ himself, Matt. xxi. 16. and 
by his holy Apostle, 1 Cor. xv. 27. Hebr. 
ii. 6,7, Poole. 

In a prophetical sense, it is understood 
of Christ’s victory over Satan. Reeves. 

This Psalm is suited to the service of 
the Ascension-day, when we commemorate 
so signal a proof of the Divine love, as the 
exaltation of eur nature, in the second 
Adam, tothe right hand of the Majesty 
onhigh. T'raveil. 


2 Out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings hast thou ordained strength 
because of thine enemies, that thou 
mightest still the enemy and the aven- 
ger. 


Ver. 2. Out of the mouth, &c.} Thou 
art pleased to make choice of the meanest 
and most humble persons, and even very 
children in age, to sing hosannas to the 
Son of David, Matt. xxi. 16. to acknow- 
ledge thy power and majesty. And this 
thou hast done, that they whose pride 
makes them resist and despise thee, may 
be thus visibly punished ; and the power 
of the devil destroyed. Dr. Hammond. 


3 When I consider thy heavens, 
the work of thy fingers, the moon and 
the stars, which thou hast ordained; 

4 What is man, that thou art mind- 


ful of him? and the son of man, that 
thou visitest him ? 

5 For thou hast made him a little 
lower than the angels, and hast crown- 
ed him with glory and honour. 

6 Thou madest him to have do- 
minion over the works of thy hands; 
thou hast put all things under his 
feet : 


3—6. When I consider, &c.} When, on 
the one hand, I survey the glorious bodies 


‘in the heavens, and compare them with 


man, I am induced to think degradingly 
of him, and to wonder why he should be 
the object of thy care. When, on the other 
hand, I consider the rank of being in which 
thou at first placedst man, making him 
but a little below the angels, I correct my- 
self for having made too degrading a com- 
parison of him, and adore thee for thy 
providential care of him at present, and 
for the dignity to which thou didst ad- 
vance him, when thou madest him the 
head of the visible creation. Green. 


7 All sheep and oxen, yea, and the 
beasts of the field; 


(7. Au sheep and oxen, &c.] Adam, 
upon his creation, was invested with so- 
vereign dominion over the creatures, in 
words of the same import with these, Gen. 
i. 28. which ure, therefore, here used, and 
the creatures particularized, to inform us, 
that what the first Adam lost by transgres- 
sion, the second Adam regained by obe- 
dience. That “glory” which was “set 
above the heavens,” could not but be over 
all things on “the earth.” And, accord- 
ingly, we hear our Lord saying, after his 
resurrection, “ All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth,” Matt. xxviii. 
18. Nor is ita speculation unpleasing, 
or unprofitable, to consider, that he who 
rules over the material world is Lord also 
of the intellectual, or spiritual creation, 
represented thereby. The souls of the 
faithful, lowly and harmless, are the sheep 
of his pasture; those who, like oxen, are 
strong to labour in the church, and who, 
by expounding the word of life, tread out 
the corn for the nourishment of the people, 
own him for their kind and beneficent 
master; nay, tempers fierce and untracta- 
ble as the wild beasts of the desert, are 
yet subject to his will; spirits of the an- 
gelic kind, that, like the birds of the air, 
traverse freely the superior region, move 
at his command; and those evil ones, 
whose habitation is in the deep abyss, even 
to the great Leviathan himself; all, all are 
put under the feet of King Messiah; who, 
* because he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross, was, therefore, highly exalted, and 
had a name given him above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
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bow, whether of things in heaven, or things 
on earth, or things under the earth: and 
that every tongue should confess that 
Jesvs is Lorn, to the glory of God the 
Father.” Phil. ii. 8, &c. Bp. Horne. } 
The following prayer is so well adapted 
to the sentiments contained in this Psalm, 
that it may be added in the place of prac- 
tical reflection. O our God, since thou 
hast been so mindful of us, never suffer 
us to be unmindful of thee: since thou 
hast showed thy mercy in visiting and re- 
deeming us, never let us -show ourselves 
unthankful for this thy visitation and re- 
demption. Suffer us not to abuse thy crea- 
tures which thou hast given us for food, 
nor thy gifts bestowed for clothing, nor 
wontonly and cruelly to make use of our 
dominion. But give us grace so highly to 
esteem thy rich mercies, and with such 
temperance and spbriety to use thy crea- 
tures, that thy name thereby may still be 
more magnified, thy bounty exalted, thy 
providence more declared, thy honour en- 
larged, thy person glorified, and our souls 
at last saved by the merits of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Bp. WVicholson. 


—_s 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


Observations on the principal Festivals and 
Fasts in March, 1820. 


Saturpay, the 25th. 

The Annunciation of the blessed Virgin. 

As on this day, “ the angel Gabriel 
was sent from God to a virgin whose 
name was Mary.” The object of this 
mission was to announce to her her 
being chosen of God to be the mother 
of him who was pointed out in pro- 
phecy as to be born about that time, 
the Saviour and Redeemer of the 
world. He first saluted her, as, on 
account of this exalted honour, “ high- 
ly favoured,” and “ blessed among 
women.” Struck with astonishment 
at the supernatural visit, she was 
soothed by the mild expostulation— 
‘‘ Fear not, for thou hast found favour 
with God.” ‘Then followed the great 
promise that she should be the mother 
of a son,” whose “name” she should 
* call Jesus ;” who should “ be great, 
and be called the Son of the Highest ; 
unto” whom “ the Lord God” should 
& give the throne of his father David ;” 
who should “ reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever ; and of” whose “king- 
dom there” should “be no end.” 
How this stupendous promise could 
be fulfilled was matter of doubt to the 


* Blessed, indeed, to 


The Annunciation of the blessed Virgin. S7 


blessed Virgin. The angel declared 
that by special divine interposition, 
the Son she was to bear would be 
truly “the Son of God;” and referred 
her, for confidence in the truth of his 
promise, to the infinity of Divine pow- 
er—“ With God nothing shall be im- 
possible.” Mary, satisfied, at once, 
that all farther doubt would be pre- 
sumption, meekly replied—* Behold 
the handmaid of the Lord: be it unto 
me according to thy word.”* 

Who can conceive the greatness of 
the honour thus conferred on the bles- 
sed Virgin! Chosen from among all 
her contemporaries to be God’s instru- 
ment in the incarnation of the eternal 
Son, “ highly” indeed was she “ fas 
voured.” Mother of the great “Im- 
manuel,” of “ God with us,’”’+ of the 
“child” whose “name” should “ be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peacet”—“ blessed” is 
she, indeed, “ among women”—bles- 
sed should be her memory among 
those who look for salvation to her pro- 
mised seed, 

On this day, be that memory cele- 
brated by the Church. Let her mem- 
bers delight to think of that eminent 
piety and devotion which only could 
entitle her to the distinguished assur- 
ance that she had “ found favour with 
God,” and that “the Lord”. was 
‘« with” her ; and that meek and hum- 
ble spirit, which led her to sacrifice all 
her doubts of what she could not 
thoroughly comprehend, to a control- 
ing sense of his power “ with” whom 
“ nothing shall be impossible ;” and to 
an entire resigning of herself to answer 
the purposes for which she was chosen 
—“ Behold the handmaid of the Lord : 
be it unto me eee to thy word.” 

the end of time, 
should be the memory of the mother 
of our Lord.. In highest reverence 
should her name be held. Of most _ 
exalted excellence should her charac- 
ter be esteemed. All our spiritual 
privileges in time, all our hopes for 
eternity, flow from the accomplish- 





*St Luke i. 26—3 8. 
ft Isaiah vii. 14. St. Matt. i. 23. 
+ Isgiah ix. 6. 
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ment of the mysterious purpose to 
which she was made conducive. Her 
Son rescued us from endless misery, 
and opened for us the gate of everlast- 
ing life. Be these considerations the 
measure of the respect and affection 
with which her memory should be che- 
rished. 

But never should that respect de- 
generate into the ascribing to her of 
divine honours, or of an interference 
with the gracious office of the “ one 
Mediator between God and men.”* 
She was chosen, not to fill this office, 
but to give birth to him who should. 
She was vested, not with the divine 
nature, but with the transcendent ho- 
nour of giving the human to him who 
vouchsafed to unite it with his divi- 
nity. 

It may not be amiss here, to notice 
@ specious argument by which an ef- 
fort is made to disprove the connexion 
of offering prayers to the Virgin with 
downright idolatry. It is said that the 
scriptures sanction, and even enjoin, 
our asking the prayers of fellow mem- 
bers of the Church—that translation 
from this to the other world does not 
dissolve the communion of saints, or 
the connexion as members of Christ’s 
mystical body—that there is nothing 
unreasonable or unscriptural in the 
idea that departed spirits may yet have 
a knowledge of things here below, and 
may, therefore, hear us when we ask 
their prayers, which, we ought not to 
doubt, will avail much. ‘Thus is it 
endeavoured to remove objections to 
the asking of the prayers of the bles- 
sed Virgin. The same applies to those 
of departed saints generally. | 

But it should be remembered that 
the fact of departed spirits’ possessing 
a knowledge of things here, is not 
clearly revealed. If it were, how- 
ever, the case would be by no means 
analagous to that of soliciting the 
pet of the good in this world. 

un the latter case, our request is made 
to those only who, we know, have the 
means of being acquainted with it; 
and in a way which we know will con- 
vey itto them. In the former, there 
can possibly be none other than an oral 





* 1 Tim. ii. 5. 
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tendering of the request. This request 
may be made, and doubtless is con- 
stantly made by those who maintain 
the doctrine here deemed erroneous, 
at the same instant, in many and very 
distant parts of the earth. Can this 
request be heard? The doctrine and 
prsctice suppose that it can. It can 

e, only by virtue of power to that ef- 
fect in the saint addressed, or through 
divine interposition. Has the saint 
power to hear all these petitions— 
petitions offered, at the same instant, 
in the remotest quarters of the globe ? 
He must, then, possess the attribute 
of ubiquity, or the power of actual 
presence in every place at the same 
time. And what is this but the idola- 
trous making of him a god? 

Is there a special divine interposi- 
tion to convey these requests to the 
supplicated saint? The saint, then, is 
a mediator between God and the wor- 
shipper, and God must interpose to 
convey to the mediator, the petition 
which is ultimately to be addressed to 
himself. This folly and absurdity re- 
futes itself. 

Our celebration, therefore, of the 
blessed Virgin’s memory, exalted as 
are the ideas of her, profound as is the 
respect for her, warm as is the aflec- 
tion for her, that it should excite,— 
should shrink from the gross impiety 
of raising her above mere human na- 
ture, or ascribing to her ought.that 
transcends its powers or its privileges. 
It should consist in devout thanksgiv- 
ings to God for the unspeakable mercy 
to which she was rendered conducive ; 
the contemplation and admiration of 
the piety, purity, and humility that 
marked her character; earnest en- 
deavours, and devout prayers for 

ace to imitate these exalted virtues ; 

umble and serious reflection on that 
necessity of the incarnation of the Son 
of God, which, as on this day, was 
effected. 

This mystery is indeed incompre- 
hensible. The vain and carnal mind 
revolts from the humiliating sacrifice 
to it of the imagined powers of human 
intellect. The truly good and enlight- 
ened mind, referring it to him whose 


nature is infinite, sees ample reason 
for full assent, in the truth that “ with 
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God nothing shall be impossible.” 
When we thoroughly comprehend all 
that we must own—when we can 
clearly explain how the great Supreme 
can be uncaused, and have never be- 

n to be—when we can give a phi- 
losophical definition of that principle 
which retains the worlds in their uner- 
ring orbits, that principle which, call- 
ed gravitation, baffles the profound- 
est skill in efforts to investigate its 
real nature—when we can clearly de- 
fine how the growth of a plant or ani- 
mal is effected, how spirit is united to 
matter, how our bodies are moved at 
pleasure ; when we can bring our in- 
tellect to the full comprehension of 
these truths—truths which to deny 
involves atheism and insanity—then 
may we demand that all in revelation 
should be perfectly level to our under- 
standings. But till then, to disbelieve 
or doubt a doctrine, merely because it 
is above our comprehension, is incon- 
sistent and absurd. To his book of 
revelation, as well as that of nature, 
we should apply the language becom- 
ing finite creatures, “ with God, nothing 
shall be impossible ;” and submit to 
all the mysteries he reveals with the 
humble address—“ Be it according to 
thy word.” 

None who own the existence of a 
God, can doubt the possibility of the 
doctrine this day celebrated—the in- 
carnation of the divine nature. Is it 
beyond the power of Omnipotence to 
assume a visible form, and thus visit 
our earth? Did he not thus appear in 
the pillar of a cloud and of fire, and 
in the shechinah? And may he not 
choose, for this purpose, to assume the 
form of a servant, to take on him the 
seed of Abraham, to be made. in fa- 
shion as a man, to become a man ?— 
Surely it is enough for a believer in 
revelation to know that that contains 
the clear and plain propositions—*“ God 
was manifest in the flesh*—* the 
Word” which “ was God, by” whom 
* all things were made, and without” 
whom “was not any thing made that 
was made, was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us”i—that the “Son” whom 
“a virgin” should “conceive and 
bear” should be called “ Immanuel, 

*1Tim.ii.16, St.Johni, 3, 3, 14. 
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which, being interpreted, is Gop witx 
us” {—that the ‘‘ Child” that should be 
“ born,” and the * Son” that should be 
“given,” should “be called the Mighty 
God, the Everlasting Father :’’§ it is 
enough for a believer in revelation to 
know that such and many like propo- 
sitions are therein contained, to satisfy 
him that the great truth now consi- 
dered is of God, with whom nothing 
can be impossible. It is recommended 
to his understanding by its being, most 
evidently, a part of ‘that system of 
doctrine, which, inviting minutest 
scrutiny in examining its claims to be 
a revelation from God, requires assent 
upon every principle of good reason- 
ing and sound philosophy. It is re 
commended to his heart by its connex- 
ion with the wonderful scheme 
whereby the human race is to be de- 
livered from the extensive and eter- 
nally destructive influence of its de- 
portly and guilt, through a divine 
ediator. 


Sonpay, the 26th. 
The Sunday next before Easter. 


On this day, commence the solemn 
and deeply impressive services of Pas 
sion Week, so called from its conse- 
cration to the memory of the passion 
or suffering, and death of our blessed 
Lord. It has also been called the 
Great Week, from the truly great and 
momentous work whose completion it 
celebrates ; and the Holy Week, from 
the peculiar sanctity attached to it 
in primitive times. The celebra- 
tion of it prescribed by our Church, 
is calculated to interest every holy 
feeling of the heart, to sanctify its 
sensibilities, and from the excitement 
of its tenderest sympathies, to draw it 
into love, and piety, and devotion. 

Consonant with that celebration, 
and, through divine blessing, in aid of 
its edifying tendency, will be reflection 
on the sufferings of Christ, the exam- 
ple they illustrate, and their connexiou 
with the evidences of his religion, and 
with his office as Redeemer. 

The sufferings of Christ, now more 
particularly called to mind, are those 


+ Isaiah vii. 14, St. Matt. i. 2%. 
§ Isaigh ix. 6. 
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which attended the mournful termina- 
tion of his fe. They form the chief 
subject of the portions of holy writ se- 
lected by the Church in the services 
of this week, Their commencement 
may be dated at the period of his eat+ 
ing the last passover with his disciples. 

From that interesting and deeply 
impressive meeting, he retired to one 
of his accustomed places of ineditation 
and devotion, a garden in the village 
of Gethsemane. There he “began 
to be sore amazed, and to be very hea- 
vy; exceeding sorrewful even unto 
death.” In the extremity of suffering 
he “fell on his face, and prayed” 
that “ if it” were “ possible,” the bit- 
ter “cup” he was then drinking m ght 
“pass trom” him. His sweat was, 
as it were, great drops of blood falling 
down to the ground: and, being in an 
agony, he prayed more earnestly ;” 
but meekly added—* O my Father, if 
this cup may not pass away from me, 
except I drink it, thy will be done.” 

No tender look of sympathy from 
those he had best loved on earth, now 
soothed his sorrows. They had fal- 
len asleep. Would all the twelve 
were wrapt in this slumber! One is 
cruelly, treacherously vigilant. For 
a paltry sum, he has betrayed his mas- 
ter. He approaches with a ruffian 
band, to whom he designates the ob- 
ject of their search, by vilest prefana- 
tion of the ensign of tenderness and 


affection. He is seized by the armed © 


rabble, and borne away, to be insulted 
by a mock trial. The disciples-who 
so lately denied him their attentions 
in the hour of his agony, now ail for- 
sake him. Thus friendless and abus- 
ed, he is made the subject of per- 
jured testimony, sought for the very 
purpose of securing his condemnation. 
He is spit upon—he is buffetted—he 
is blind-folded, stricken upon the face, 
and in blasphemous derision of his pre- 
tensions to supernatural powers, de- 
manded to exercise them in designat- 
ing by whom he is smitten. The ser- 
vants strike him with the palms of 
their hands.—In this trying hour his 
most zealous follower basely denies 
him,'and fortifies his denial with curs- 
ing and swearing, 

From. the high priest, he is sent to 


Fhe Sunday next before Easter. 
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Pilate, by whose connivance insults 
and cruelties are repeated. Pilate 
sends him to Herod, from whom simi- 
lar treatment is received. He is again 
conveyed to the unrighteous govern- 
or; who, listening for a moment, to 
the reproaches of vonscience, is minded 
to let him be the wonted object of cle. 
mency, at that time, according to the 
established custom of releasing, every 
year, a prisoner. But no: an infa- 
mous convict, in whom were united 
the atrecious characters of rebel, rob- 
ber, and murderer, is preferred by 
the populace, with whom the choice 
was left. 

fo them the unresisting Jesus is 
now delivered. He is derided by 
having a purple robe put on him, a 
crown of thorns placed upon his head, 
and a reed in his right hand; and by 
having-the knee bowed before him in 
mock worship, and being tauntingly 
addressed—* Hail king of the Jews.” 
Indicative of the spirit whence all this 
proceeds, is the next step of popular 
insult, spitting on him, and takin 
the reed and smiting him on the head: 

Now is the Saviour led to cruel 
and ignominieus execution. He pro- 
ceeds to the appointed place. under 
the heavy burden of the cross on 
which he is to suffer. There arrived, 
his hands and feet are nailed to that 
cruel instrument. He is thus raised 
to view, as a public spectacle, and left 
to linger and die in torment. To in- 
crease the ignominy two malefactors 
are crucified with him. Revilings 
still continue, and are even offered by 
one of these criminals. He complains 
of thirst—vinegar, mingled with gall, 
is given him to drink. 

he measure of his sufferings is al- 
most full to overflowing. Yet, how- 
ever, there is a still more bitter in- 
gredient. It is now added—Myste- 
rious dispensation!—It forces from 
him the expostulating cry—* My God, 
My God, why hast thou forsaken 
me ?” 

Such, Christian reader, is the story, 
told in Scripture simplicity, of those 
sufferings of your Saviour, to the me- 
mory of which the Church consecrates 
this holy week. Daily she repeats 
the stery. Will you not resort to her 
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solemn assemblies, and hear it, feel 
it, and pray that it may not be heard 
and felt in vain?—Blush for your- 
self, if, while all your sensibilities are 
awakened by the recital of fictitious 
woe, these real sufferings—these suf- 
ferings so fraught with best instruc- 
tion, and most invaluable consequences 
are unheeded, or attract but cold and 
partial attention. 


—_— 


Monpay, the 27th. 
Monday before Easter. 


The sufferings of Christ may be 
considered as exhibiting an illustrious 
and most edifying example. 

Through the whole of this trying 
period, we hear not a murmur, not one 
complaint. Does the good man suffer’? 
Tet him learn of him who possessed 
every human excellence in perfection, 
and not calculate upon full recompence 
of his faith and vbedience, by removal 
from probation to reward, until mortal 
has put on immortality. Let him sup- 
as the least thougit of injustice and 

ardship in his lot, when he remem- 
bers that Jesus never once complain- 
ed. 

Human enemies inflicted en the 
Saviour many of his pangs. How 
were they treated?—Let the angry 
and resentful, let the disciple of false 
honour, hear when he orders the sword, 
drawn in his defence, to be sheathed ; 
see when “ oppressed and afflicted, he 
yet” openeth “not his mouth—brought 
as a lantb to the slaughter,” yet “ as 
a sheep before her shearers is dumb,” 
opening “not his mouth**—“ when 
reviled, he” revileth “not again; 
when” suffering, “he” threateneth 
“not; but” committeth “ himself 
to him that judgeth righteously ;”t 
hear, when, even for his murderers, 
he raises the fervent supplication— 
“ Father forgive them, for they know 
not what they do."{ O Jesus! who 
that professes to be thy disciple, can 
indulge a malevolent and revengeful 
disposition ! 

He on whose sufferings we are now 
Called to engage in mournfal reflec- 
tions, was a man of the most tried and 


* Isaiah liii. 7. ¢ 1 St. Peter ii. 23. 
+ 8t. Luke xxiii. 34 
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persevering benevolence, The good 
of others was his constant aim. How 
was their gratitude expressed >—Let 
not the disciple expect to be above hig 
Lord. Let him not be surprised if 
cold insensibility mark the reception 
of his kindness by the world. Let not 
ungrateful returns divert him from 
the perpetual cherishing of the spirit, 
and delighting in the exercise, of 
Christian chavity. 

In the midst of our Lord’s agony, 
we hear a prayer that speaks to the 
afflicted volumes of instruction and of 
comfort. No grief is so poignant, 
none. so heavy to be borne, none se 
pernicivus in its effects on both mind 
and body,—asstifled grief—that which 
cannot find, or will not be indulged a 
vent. Impenetrable is the gloom 
in which it wrapsthe soul. Deep, even 
to the very heart’s core, is the wound 
that it inflicts. —Give this sorrow vent 
in chastened expressions of sensibility 
—there is access afforded to-the hight 
of consolation. Thus lay open the 
besomn’s wounds—a healing balm may 


‘be’poured in,—Does Christian resig- 


nation deny the sufferer this ?— Far, 
blessed Saviour, be that from thee, 
and thy religion, which imposes an 
easy yoke and a light burden, and 
calls the weary and the heavy laden 
to receive rest.—Disciple of Jesus! 
when he “ wept” in tender sympathy 
with the bereaved*—when, in Geth- 
semane, he indulged the mournful com- 
plaint, “ My soul is exceeding sorrow- 
ful, even unto death ;”+ and raised the 
prayer of woe,—* © my Father, let 
this cup pass from me ;j”—he taught 
thee that the tears, the expressions of 
grief, the humble supplications for its 
removal, in which thou findest comfort, 
are not denied thee. ‘Far from being 
displeasing in his sight, they are evi- 
dences of sensibility, to be deficient in 
which were unworthy of human nature; 
and which he consecrated by his-bles- 
sed example. But remember, that 
example is two-fold. His prayer for 


_ the removal of the bitter cup of trem- 


bling, was qualified by the meek ad- 
dition—“If it be possible”’—if thy 
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wise and merciful designs can as well 
be answered. More full and empha- 
tic still is the expression of his perfect 
resignation in a subséquent address to 
his Father—“ If this - may not pass 


away from me, except 
will be done.””* 

Here is the true spirit of Christian 
deprecation of evil. Prayer for deli- 
verance lightens the burden, and mi- 
nisters positive comfort to the afflicted. 
It is the appointed mean of deliver- 
ance. But it should be attended with 
the certainty that God understands, 
better than we, what is for our real 
good—that his infinite mercy designs 
that good—that his infinite power can 
bring it out of circumstances appa- 
rently most remote from it. Chris- 
tians, then, should “ not sorrow, even 
as others which have no hope”—have 
no assurance that “ whom the Lord 
loveth, he chasteneth, for” their “ pro- 
fit ;+ that “ our light affliction, which 
is but for a moment, worketh for usa 
far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory.” 

Go, then, Christians, to the sanctu- 
ary. There /earn—there deeply con- 
sider—there pray for grace that you 
may duly improve, the example set by 
your Master, in the sufferings we com- 
memorate. 


drink it, ‘thy 


Tuespay, the 28th. 
Tuesday before Easter. 


The sufferings of Christ may be 
considered as intimately connected 
with the evidences of his religion. 

They prove that he was sincere. 

There is not the least room to im- 
pute to him bad design. Purposes of 
ambition and self-elation may some- 
times stimulate to truly wonderful 
exposures and sacrifices in their active 
prosecution, or their defence. Christ’s 
sufferings were perfectly passive. 

Worldly wisdom may possibly dic- 
tate even voluntary exposure which 
may gain, for selfish ends, the benefit 
that the experience of mankind evin- 
ces to flow from the cry uf persecution. 
But the same experience teaches us 





* St. Matt. xxvi. 42. Heb. xii. 6, 10. 
+2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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that there would then be manifested 
a disposition to improve this by dwel- 
ling much on the excellence of the 
system persecuted—the innocence of 


character in its advocates—the ex-. 


treme ingratitude and cruelty of the 
treatment thus encountered ;_ by-call- 
ing on associates to continue true and 
firm; and denouncing the vengeance 
of heaven on the persecutors.—But 
we look in vain for these circumstan- 
ces in the case of the blessed Jesus. 
The most artless simplicity and disin- 
terestedness characterize it through- 
out. 

But may not his have been the sin- 
cerity which often accompanies the 
delusion of the fanatic? This only re- 
maining supposition of infidelity is at 
once disproved by appealing to an im- 
partial examination of the religious 
system of which he was the author. 

The degree of fanaticism necessary 
to bear a man through such extremity 
of suffering, in a false cause, must 
come nothing short of downright ‘mad- 
ness. —Do we see the ravings of this in 
the Christian system? Do we see init 
the affectation of mysticism, the love 
of the marvellous, the excitement of 
animal sensibility, the connivance at 
some favourite propensity of fallen na- 
ture, which never fail to characterize 
the religion of the fanatic?—No: if 
the Redeemer’s sincerity were one of 
a oR enthusiasm, it was a case of 
perfect insanity without one of the 
symptoms of that disease—of frenzy, 
with all the coolness, consistencyy and 
deliberation of soundest intellect. 

In the sufferings, then, of thy Lord, 
see, Christian reader, a strength of 
evidence in favour of his religion, of 
which no arts can deprive it. Let their 
commemoration increase thy confi- 
dence in it. Let it never fail to re- 
mind thee that if thou art not true to 
the faith and piety it requires, thou 
wilt be inexcusable—thy guilt will be 
enhanced by the bittersufferings which 
tested its divinity. 


Wennespay the 29th, 
Wednesday before Easter. 


As on this day Judas Iscariot set on 
foot his infamous plan for the betray- 
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ing of his Master; by covenanting 
“ with the chief priests, for thirty 
pieces of silver,” to “ deliver him unto” 
them.* Farther reflections on the 
sufferings of Christ may be postponed 
until the sacred day that commemo- 
rates their awful consummation in the 
death of the cross. Let the treachery 
of this vile apostate now arrest our no- 
tice.« It is susceptible of most valuable 
improvement. 

ts heinousness and aggravations 
must. at once present themselves to 
the Christian reader. The hope is 
cherished that they have attracted his 
attention, in the repeated notice that 
has been taken of it in the past ser- 
vices of the week. 

The serious questions present 
themselves—Can this guilt be shared? 
May Christians now sin after its simi- 
litude ? 

In what did the guilt of Judas is- 
suc? What was itsobject? The death 
of Christ.—The apostle declares that 
the guilt of this may be renewed. 
* The Son of God” may be “ put to an 
open shame, trodden under foot,” 
and crucified “ afresh.” This is done 
by sinning “ wilfully after” having 
“received the knowledge of the 
truth.”7 

Tremendous guilt of wilful sinners 
in this age of Gospel light, when the 
knowledge of the truth cannot but be 
possessed! Reader! art thou in this 
number? A wilful sinner, when thou 
knowest the law of God against which 
thou offendest—the rewards that are 
held out to encourage obedience—the 
grace that is offered to enable thee to 
render it—the everlasting condemna- 
tion threatened against sin—the vl 
don offered on thy repentance ; whe 
thou knowest that to obtain thy par- 
don, to purchase for thee grace, to de- 
liver thee from punishment, and enti- 
tle thee to reward everlasting,—the 
Son of God took thy nature, suffered, 
and died! Thine is the awful guilt of 
bringing thy Redeemer to shame, to 
agony, and to death. Thine is the 
guilt—Can there be greater guilt? 
thine is the guilt of Judas. ; 

The temporal advantage that is 

~- * St. Matt. xxvi. 14, 15. 
t Heb. vi, 6, x. 26, 2. 
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ined, or the rye that is made by 

isobedience to the laws of the religion 
of Jesus Christ, is the betraying of 
him for that paltry recompense. The 
pretensions of the hypocrite are but 
the kiss which brings upon him -the 
insult of his enemies. 

The 109th Psalm which St. Petert 
declares to be prophetic of Judas, 
contains a most awful exhibition of 
the enormity of his guilt, and the hor- 
ribleness of the deserved punishment. 
This psalm is very generally misun- 
derstood. The use of it is deemed a 
sanction to the indulgence of revenge- 
ful and malignant feelings towards 
personal enemies. Very different is 
the truly spiritual view of it. Even 
in the imperfect state of our transla- 
tion, it is but the denouncing of God’s 
vengeance against a species of crime of 
which ourselves may be guilty. It is 
a proclaiming of the terrors of the. 
Lord, which there is too great a dis- 
position, arising from. the prevalent 
desire to make religion as easy and 
palatable as possible to depraved hu- 
man nature, to keep entirely out of 
view. It ought, therefore, to engage 
the most serious attention, and may 
made conducive to. most important 
improvement. Reciting, as we are 
called to do, in the stated return of 
that portion of the Psalter, these de- 
clarations of the just wrath of heaven, 
we should think, not of our neighbour, 
but of him whom the Prophet then 
had in view, and of ourselves, if we, 
by unfaithfulness, turn traitors to the 
cause of Christ. 


Tuurspay, the 30th. 
Thursday before Easter. 


On this day, the eve of his crucifix- 
ion, our Lord appointed a solemn me- 
morial of his redeeming love. Not- 
withstanding the frequent notice of 
this fact in selections of sacred history 
which form the Gospels for the week, 
the Church celebrates it to-day by ad- 
ducing, in the Epistle, the additional 
testimony of St. Paul. A brief view 
of the Scripture representations of this 
ordinance will be seasonable and edi- 


fying. 





+ Acts i. 20. 
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St. John, in the 17th chapter of his 
Gospel, has left on record an animated 
and most interesting prayer offered by 
our Lord at the time of instituting 
this rite. It contains the following re- 
markable passage—* For their sakes 
I sanctify myself, that they also might 
be sanctified through the truth.”* 


The words here translated “for their - 


sakes” more properly signify for them, 
or in their stead. ‘The original of 
“sanctify” is a word applied to the 
devotion of a victim in sacrifice. The 
other meaning—make holy—cannot 
apply to him who was perfect God. 
The.former, then, of these two must 
be the proper sense here. “ Sancti- 
fied through the truth” is properly 
corrected in the margin by “ truly 
sanctified.” 

The verse, then, more properly 
rendered is as follows :—ZJn their stead, 
I devote myself as an expiatory vic- 
tim, that they also might be truly 
sanctified. Heb. x. 10 is a passage of 
similar import— By the which will 
we are sanctified, through the offer- 
ing of the body of Jesus Christ.” — 
This expression of our Lord, then, 
contains a referenee to his offering of 
himself as an expiatory sacrifice. 

If we read attentively the evange- 
lical history, we shall find that before 
the period of offering this prayer, he 
evidently shunned exposure to danger 
and death. Now he surrenders him- 
self to them; and expressly declares 
to those who came to him as the mi- 
nisters of persecution, that it was their 
“ hour, and-the power of darkness.”’+ 
In this entire resignation of himself, 
we see the fulfilment of his declara- 
tion—“ I lay down my life. No man 
taketh it from me, but I lay it down 
of myself. 4 

The cited expression, therefore, in 
the prayer above noticed, is a very 
strong and peculiar one. It contains 
the solemn offering of himself in that 
Great Sacririce tothe consummation 
of which the cruelty of hisenemies was 
made subservient. 

He, at the same time, “ took bread, 
and gave thanks, and brake it, and 
gave unto them, saying—This is my 


a 
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body which is given for you. And he 
took the cup, and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them. And he 
said unto them—This is my blood of 
the New Testament which is shed for 
many.”* 

Connect these actions with the lan- 
guage of the prayer recorded by St. 
John, and there results the interesting 
conclusion, that Christ, at that tame, 
fulfilled his priestly function by the 
actual offering of himself as a propiti- 
atory victim, and that bread and wine 
were made representatives of the body 
and blood then offered. 

The command, therefore, connected 
with this solemn transaction—“ Thia 
do in remembrance of me”—has a par- 
ticular reference to Christ in his 
priestly office, in the offering of the 
sacrifice of himself.- “ As often,” says 
St. Paul, commenting on the rite 
observed in the Church in pursuance 
of this command,—* As often as ye 
eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
do show” (i, e. do openly and plainly 
publish) “the Lord’s death.”+ This is 
done by repeating the solemn trans. 
actions which accompanied Christ’s 
surrendering of himself to death. 

In every due celebration of this rite, 


the elements of bread and wine be- 


come, as they were at its institution, 
and for all the purposes then thus an- 
swered, the body and blood of Christ. 
‘“‘ The cup of blessing,” says St. Paul, 
“which we bless, is it not the com- 
munion of the blood of Christ? The 
bread which we break, is it not the 
communion of the body of Christ ?”t 

This more fully illustrates the mean- 


ing of showing the Lord’s death. ~ 


There are present, in the same mysti- 
cal and symbolical sense that there 
were in the elements when blessed by 
Christ himself, his body and blood. 
By the receiving of these, thus repre- 
sented, we declare to God and man 
our reception of the great doctrine of 
Christ’s atonement, and our depen- 
dence upon it as the source of every 
blessing. 

Thus spiritually and symbolically 
the body and blood of Christ, to the 
bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper 





* Ver. 19. + St. Luke xxii, 53. 
3 St. John x. 17, 18. 


*St Luke xxii. 19. St. Mark xiv. 23, 24. 
$1 Cor. xi, 26. +1 Cor. x. 16. 
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may be applied his strong language 
in the 6th chapter of St. John’s Gos- 
i:—“] am that bread of life. 
his is the bread which cometh down 
from heaven, that a man may eat 
thereof and not die. Hf any man eat 
of this bread, he shall live for ever; 
and the bread that I will give is my 
flesh which I will give for the life of 
the world. Except ye eat the flesh 
of the Son of man, and drink his blood, 
ye have no life in you. Whoso eat- 
eth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, 
hath eternal life, and I will raise him 
up at the last day; for my flesh is 
meat indeed, and my blond is drink 
indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, 
and I in him. He that eateth me, 
even he shall live by me. He that 
eateth of this bread shall live forever.” 
But the spiritual presence of the 
body and blood of Christ in the Eu- 
charist brings those who partake of it 
“ unworthily” into the awful state of 
being “ guilty of the body and blood 
of the Lord,” of offering them indig- 
nity by women toe symbols and re- 
presentatives. 
nite importance of the precept—“ Leta 
man examine himself, and so let hixu eat 
of that bread, and drink of that cup.”+ 
The Scriptures are not express as to 
the particular heads of this examina- 
tion. They may be collected from 
the nature of the ordinance concerned. 
It is a memorial of Christ’s sacrifice 
of himself for our sins. It, therefore, 
must require that repentance which is 
a prescribed condition of our experi- 
encing the full benefits of his sacrifice. 
Repentance supposes a firm resolution 
to forsake sin and lead a new life, to- 
gether with an humble reliance upon 
the grace of God to enable us to do 
so, a diligent seeking, and a faithful 
improving of that grace. As a me- 
morial of Christ’s sacrifice, the Eu- 
charist, also, necessarily requires 
lively faith in God’smercy through him, 
with a thankful remembrance of his 
death. Bringing Christians together 
in joint celebration of the love of 
which they are equally the objects, it 
calls them to the exercise of Christian 
fove and charity. 
*1 Cor. xi. 27, 
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These, then, repentance, faith, and 
charity, are the qualifications which are 
required by the nature of the holy 
Eucharist of those who partake of it. 
‘That they can be attained only thro 
the grace of God, isa truth with which 
every Christian ought to be familiar. 
That this grace will be vouchsafed to 
all who humbly depend upon it, and 
faithfully seek it, is as certain as the 
word of God can make it. 

Such, then, is the holy ordinance, 
as on this day established by Christ, 
and enjoined upon his foliowers, as the 
mode in which they are to declare 
their faith in his atonement, and seek 
its spiritual and eternal blessings. It 
may, therefore, be properly considered 
as designating who believe in Christ, 
and who desire to be blessed and saved 
through him. Yes: melancholy as is 
the conclusiun, it is a necessary one in 
this age of Guspel light, when none 
can be ignorant of the requisitions of 
Christianity, that they only can be 
accounted sincere followers of the 
Lamb who are not ashamed to own 
him before men, as their Saviour and 
Redeemer, in the way he hath ap- 
pointed. Alas! with what feelings 
can they read his awful declaration : 
—* Whosvever shall be ashamed of 
me, and of my words, of him shall the 
Son of man be ashamed when he shal] 
come in his glory ?”’t 


Farivar, the 31st. 


Good Friday. 

This day is sacred to the memory of thé 
death of Christ. The sufferings which 
terminated in that mournful event have 
been considered as exhibiting a most edi- 
fying example, and in their connexion 
with the evidences of the truth of Christi- 
anity. Those sufferings and that death 
are now naturally brought to mind in the 
more interesting light of the fulfilment of 
the Redeemer’s office. 

Foretold as a wounding “ for our trans- 
gressions,” as a bruising “ for our iniqui- 
ties,” as “ the chastisement of our peace,” 
as “stripes” whereby “we are healed,” 
as the making of “his soul an offering for 
sin,’§ and as being “cut off, but not for 
himself;”|| spoken of by himself as the 
giving of “his life a ransom for many,” 
the giving of his “ flesh for” (instead of) 





Isaiah lili. 5, 10. 


St. Luk ix, 26. 
iD. ‘8. ‘St. Matt, wx. £8 


|} Dan. ix. 26. 
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“the life of the world,”* the laying 
“down” of his “ life for the sheep,”{ and 
the shedding of his “ blood for the remis- 
sion of sins ;”+ called by his inspired apos- 
tles, his having “ suffered for sins, that he 
might bring us to God,”§ the giving of 
“ himself a ransom for all,”|] the giving of 
“himself for us, an offering and « sacrifice 
to God,” and the obtaining, “ by his own 
blood” of “ eternal redemption for us ,”** 
thus set forth in holy writ, the sufferings 
and death of Christ are represented in a 
eharacter most deeply interesting to sin- 
ful man. They are the price of his redemp- 
tion. They are the enduring for him of 
what his sins deserve, and what the holi- 
ness and justice of his Maker require. 

Let him who thinks he can bear the 
dread effects of the righteous displeasure 
of God at his offences—can stand and plead 
his own cause before him who is of purer 
eyes than to behoid iniquity, and hateth 
it with a perfect hatred; whose infinite 
justice requires that satisfaction be made 
for offences against him,—let him look 
with indifference on the atoning sufferings 
and death of Messiah, But ict him who 
knows he has sinned, and as thus €xposed 
himself to the anger of heaven, forteited 
every claim to mercy, incurred everlast- 
ing condemnation—let him who thus feis, 
as every reasonable and reflecting person 
must feel, that he is lost but for interpos- 
ing mercy, contemplate with liveliest 
gratitude the unspeakable love of the Son 
of God in taking his nature, that he may 
suffer and die for him. 

There was an awful extreme in the agony 
of Christ, which admits of no solution 
but that arising out of this mysterious doc- 
trine. Martyrs and confessors in his cause 
have endured even greater cruelty from 
men, not only with unyielding firmness, 
but with triumph. Jesus utters deepest 
groans of anguish, is filled with sore 
amazement at the extent of his sufferings, 
is sorrowful even unto death, earnestly 
prays that the bitter cup may pass from 
him, and at last expostulates, in melting 
strains, for being forsaken of his God. 
Nothing appears in the narrative of the 
cruelties exercised upon him to justify 
all this. It can be accounted for only up- 
on the evangelical principle of his then en- 
during infinitely more than human malice 
can inflict, the sufferings connected with 
his office as the Redeemer of sinful men; 
even all that their sins deserve, that the 
penalty being thus paid, they may be par- 
doned consistently with the justice and 
holiness of God. For this he suffers, and 
for this he dies. 

Profound be the adoration, lively the 
gratitude, deep the interest with which 





* St. John vi. 51. tT St. John x. 15. 
+St. Matt. xxvi. 28. $1 St. Peter iii. 18. 
fa Tim. ii. 6. 9 Ephes. v. 2. 

“* Heb. ix. 12. 


the Christian celebrates to-day this infinite 
Goop. Surely this purchase of all his hope, ~ 
this deliverance from everlasting wretch- 
edness, this procuring of a title to eternal 
glory, this transcendent mystery of a suf- 
ering and atoning God, should claim for 
the day consecrated by the Church to its 
especial memory, the willing and grateful 
observance of all her members, by sepa- 
rating it from worldly pursuits and plea- 
sures, and hallowing it in the sanctuary, 
and in the devotions and méditations of 
retirement. 

And when such a price has been paid 
for our redemption and salvation, shall 
we incur the awful guilt of depending for 
thet on our own merit and righteousness ? 
Let us reflect, if such be our disposition, 
what can we expect, if they be the measure 
of the mercy of our God. Let us reflect 
before decision is too late, and Christ can 
profit us nothing. 

Shall we refuse this great salvation— 
neglect to improve the grace it procures— 
neglect to seek by faith, the reward it 
places within reach?—Then, setting at 
noughta Saviour’s love, slighting his offers, 
refusing his mercy, resisting his counsel, 
ten-fola aggravated will be our guilt ; aw- 
fully proportioned must be our punishment. 

=__ 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 
GOD ALONE SUFFICIENT. 
How joyful to my heart that voice, 

Which came from the celestial throne, 
And bade the sinful soul rejoice, 

In the high merits of the Son. 

Vainly, indeed, my hopes repose 

On all the merits man can boast; 
Alas! such hopes would end in woes, 

And be in wild disorder lost. 

Thine arm alone, Atmicutry Kine! 

On which the lofty skies depend; 
Can to the lost salvation bring, 

And keep them safely to the end. 

WERTER. 

Tue Governors of Massachusetts and 
Connecticut, have appointed, the former 
the 6th of April next, and the latter the 
31st of March inst. as days of Fasting and 
Prayer in their respective States. 

—_—_—— 
Communication. 

Drzp.—On the 16th of February, after a 
severe iliness of inflammation of the lungs, 
in the 30th year of her age, Mary Rick- 
ETTS, wife of George R. A. Ricketts, and 
daughter of the late James Brewerton. 

—_——— 
Te Correspondents. 

Several communications are unavoida- 
bly postponed until the next number. 





Erratum.—In the second line of the se- 
cond stanza of the Poem entitled The Harp 
—- page 64,for “Enthroned” read 











